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Notes from the Editor: 
We continue to provide the “Current” in electronic format. If you 
prefer to receive a hard copy, please send me an email at 
Bob.Campbell2@Stantec.com and we will put you on the mailing 
list to receive a hard copy. 
 
Our cover is dedicated to the Association Management Team for 
2010 – 2011. Under the leadership of our President, Rich Johan-
nes, they have worked hard to move MWEA forward, providing 
us with the opportunity to grow both technically and profession-
ally and to see old friends and renew acquaintances. The annual 
meeting was again “Top Notch”. Please take a minute or two to 
look through the photos. 
 
We have also included photos of our Unsung Heroes, those who 
labor behind the scenes. Without their hard work and dedication 
our association would not be able to provide the positive experi-
ence that we all appreciate. 
 
We are always looking for interesting, topic articles to share with 
the membership. If you have information to share, please email 
them to me for possible inclusion in the next addition. Please do 
not embed photos into the articles, send them separately as .jpg 
files and we will see they get added into the article. 
 
As we look into the new committee year I would like to thank our 
previous contributors and encourage all to submit articles to 
maintain the quality of our newsletter.  
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After attending the Annual Joint MWEA/ MO-AWWA Confer-
ence this year, I feel a great sense of satisfaction knowing that 
Missouri is so well represented by volunteers that are dedicated to 
the mission of  MWEA: 
 
The Missouri Water Environment Association is dedi-
cated to preserving, protecting, and improving the 
quality of Missouri's water environment by providing 
a forum for education and the exchange of informa-
tion, promoting sound environmental policy and 
building alliances among all persons interested in the 
water environment. 
 
As the incoming president, I am honored and overwhelmed at the 
opportunity to serve such dedicated professionals.  The volunteers 
associated with this organization are some of the most highly mo-
tivated and driven people that any organization could ask for!  
Because of each one of you, I am confident that we will have an-
other successful year. 
 
The 2011 joint conference was a tremendous success!  We had record attendance, not only from attendees to the 
show but also in the number of exhibitors.  Could there have been a better way to show off MWEA’s passion for 
wastewater than to have our largest conference ever when the incoming National Water Environment Federation 
President was in attendance?  What an honor to have Matt Bond (Missouri member) attend our conference during 
our biggest and most successful year.  Thanks for your support, Matt! 
 
Not only was our conference successful on a professional level, but we were also incredibly successful philanthropi-
cally.  MWEA was able to raise a new record of $18,000.00 to go towards both our Water For People donations 
and our Scholarship fund! 
 
I think it should also be recognized again that the most significant award able to be given to an individual member 
was awarded for only the 4th time at this meeting.  A truly deserving man, Mr. Bob Campbell (our current Newslet-
ter Chairperson), was presented the Golden Fleece Award by Mr. John Reese whom the award is partially named 
after. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to recognize Rich Johannes for his incredible job while performing the du-
ties of president last year.  As I stated at the business meeting on Wednesday of the Annual Conference, “Rich was 
to MWEA what Charlie Sheen was to Two and a Half Men.”  Thanks again, Charlie, I mean, Rich. 
 
Thanks again to all the people who have served this organization over the last year and are continuing to serve 
and to those who have chosen to begin to serve.  Please be aware that if you are not currently actively involved 
with MWEA on a committee, there is more than enough room for you to get involved.  The means to continued suc-
cess for MWEA in the future is always by getting more and new people contributing their talents.  Whether you 
have ideas to change current programs or have enjoyed current programs so much you want to continue them, we, 
as an organization, would love to get you involved. 
 
Again, thanks so much for the opportunity to lead the organization as president.  Feel free to contact me anytime at 
jclarke@hydro-kinetics.com. I look forward to serving you this year! 

President’s Message 
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Fellow Members: 
 
Spring is here! We enjoy the re-emergence of life around us as we anxiously look forward 
to the frequent hum of our lawn mowers, the fragrances of freshly cut lawns and new 
growth on the trees and blossoming shrubs. 
 
Spring also means that another year in the history of the Missouri Water Environment As-
sociation has passed and a new, refreshed group of professionals, dedicated to the mis-
sion of MWEA, take on the challenges of a new year. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the membership of the association for allowing me 
the opportunity to serve as your president for the year 2010 – 2011.  We pulled off an-
other successful joint conference with our partner American Water Works Association – 
Missouri Section with around 750 total participants in the event.  The exhibit floor was 
once again filled and we raised in excess of $18,000 in joint support of Water For Peo-
ple. Fundamentally, the conference came off without a hitch, with the exception of the on-
going battle with Mother Nature as we endeavor to work in a round of golf in late March. 
 
Special recognition is due to the efforts of Cliff Cate, Local Arrangements Committee Chair and Phil Walsack, Program Commit-
tee Chair for coordinating the logistics with Tan Tar A and assembling the technical program.  Phil and Cliff collaborated with 
their AWWA-MO representatives to get the program fully accredited by MDNR for operator certification credits and all our 
needs addressed for workshops, technical presentation space and keeping us nourished. 
 
Thanks are overdue to Steven Spydell for his years of support to MWEA and his personal commitments to WFP.  Steven enlight-
ened us with his keynote address on some of the highlights of his trek (joined by his son Matthew) along the entire length of the 
Appalachian Trail. 
 
Pulling off a successful conference, in these trying economic conditions, further exemplifies the value that our organization pro-
vides in our collective mission to preserve water quality throughout the State of Missouri. 
 
MWEA is truly a great organization and we all deserve to be proud of our successful heritage.  The organization is in good 
hands as Jeff Clarke, and the collection of committee chairs he has assembled will, I am confident, continue to serve us all as 
members. 
 
I would also like to thank a couple of our leadership that have completed their official service to MWEA.  David Erwin has com-
pleted his term as our Professional Wastewater Operator Division representative on the Executive Committee.  Dave was always 
a refreshing voice in conduct of matters in behalf of the organization and thank you Dave for your service.  I also welcome Kent 
Spainhower as he takes up the PWOD position on the Executive Committee.  Also, Keith Arbuckle completed his term as one of 
the MWEA delegates to WEF this past year.  Keith has been an active and ardent member of our leadership for many years and 
we appreciate all his efforts.  Similarly, we welcome Trent Stober back to the Executive Committee as he takes on the WEF Dele-
gate position vacated by Keith. 
 
I am confident we will continue to see Keith and Dave regularly in years to come. 
 
Phil Burns also has completed his tour through the officer track, having completed his five year term with completion of his ser-
vice as Past-Past President.  Thanks to Phil for his service, throughout the years and Phil will continue to serve the organization as 
chair of the Membership Committee.  I owe personal thanks to Phil as he has been a key resource to me throughout my partici-
pation to MWEA and look forward to this continuing relationship. 
 
I believe that the past year was another in a long running series of successful years, due not to me as your President, but as an-
other testament that the strength of this organization is the membership and the chairpersons and members of all the committees 
that see to its continuing service to ourselves, our profession, our environment and our society. 
 
 Thank  you! 
 Rich Johannes, Past President 

 

Past President’s Message 
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Fundraisers Take In a Record Amount 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the membership of MWEA and AWWA, we were able to raise a record amount of over $18,000 
for Water for People and our two Scholarship Funds.  Water for People will receive a check for $11,000, and the remainder of 
the funds will be split between the MWEA and MO-AWWA Scholarship Funds. 
 
Our “Wheelbarrow of Booze” raffle was once again a big hit, raising $2,755.  With the large amount of donations of 
“booze”, the raffle was expanded to include the “Vat of Vino” and the “Boatbag of Brewski’s”.  The Texas Hold-Em tournament 
drew a record number of players.  The silent auctions once again had some unique and desirable items.  The oral auctions fea-
tured spirited bidding, and included a cool Stan Musial autographed jersey. 
 
The goal of our fundraising is to provide fun and unique ways to separate the attendees from their money in order to help those 
in need.  Water for People develops projects that provide proper sanitation and clean water; and the scholarships assist students 
that will be the future of our industry.  We succeeded at all levels.  Below is a breakdown of the Fundraising events. 

 
Thank you to the many volunteers 
who helped at the silent auction ta-
ble, or at one of the many other ac-
tivities. 

 

Water for People 

  Distribution   Total Funds 

Description Water for People Scholarship Raised 

January Fundraiser (in Kansas 
City) $235 $0 $235 

Trap Shoot $275 $275 $550 

Golf Tournament $3,388 $3,387 $6,775 
Opening Session Raffle $548 $0 $548 

Monday Silent Auction $854 $854 $1,708 

Texas Hold-Em Tournament $500 $500 $1,000 

Tuesday Silent Auction $961 $961 $1,922 

Wheelbarrow of Booze $2,755 $0 $2,755 

Tuesday Banquet Oral Auction $1,190 $1,190 $2,380 

Mouse Race Naming $160 $0 $160 

Casino Night $0 $0 $0 

Miscellaneous Sales (portfolios, 
satchels) $15 $0 $15 

        

  $10,881 $7,167 $18,048 
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In every organization there are those who play a very important 
part in running the day to day activities.  In a volunteer organiza-
tion, these unsung heroes donate a significant amount of their 
personnel time to insure that the organization runs smoothly and 
professionally.  MWEA has several of those “Unsung Heroes”, 
who work tirelessly, out of the limelight. 
 
Clara Haenchen has been the Association Secretary since 2008.  
She is truly the “go too” person in the Association.  She coordi-
nates with WEF, manages the day to day activities of the  
Association, keeps the other members of the executive committee 
focused on the tasks at hand, keeps the committee chairs moving forward to meet their goals, and is the only ad-
ministrative person for MWEA.  In addition, she is employed full time by the City of Jefferson running the wastewa-
ter laboratory.  Clara is truly an exceptional person.  To her, we say “Thank You” for all you do.  
 

At every meeting, who are the first to greet you?  It’s the Registration 
Committee.  Wayne Humes has been leading the Registration Commit-
tee forever.  He has been ably assisted by his wife Becky, and Co-chair 
Becca Coyle.  Wayne has spent untold hours preparing the registration 
forms, assembling registration packets, greeting us all from the registra-
tion table, helping us with our various registration and meal needs, clos-
ing out and preparing for the next round of registrations, be it the an-
nual meeting, our one of the many training sessions sponsored by 
MWEA.  In addition Wayne and Becca are employed full time by St. 
Louis MSD and donate huge amounts of their personnel time so that you 
and I can enjoy and benefit from our MWEA membership.  To Wayne, 
Becky, and Becca we say “Thank You” for all you do. 

 

Unsung Heroes 
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The 2011 Young Professionals (YP) Summit was held April 14 in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. Close to one hundred YPs from around North America participated in 
the WEF event held for the seventh year. 
 
The four MWEA members who attended were (Left to right in photo) Josh Vin-
cent (Kansas City), Diane Fink and Todd Bolte from St. Louis and Amanda John-
son (Kansas City). 
 
On the event’s eve, a networking social was held at a downtown museum fol-
lowed by an optional bourbon tour. The Summit’s day program included the 
usual working with the different generations in the workplace and presentations 
by several member associations’ on their YP activities. The main topic was 
“How to Say Anything to Anyone” a several part presentation by Shari Harley 

on gaining trust to 
give and receive 
feedback. She pro-
vided handouts 
which suggested key 
items to discuss with 
colleagues and co-workers. The evening activity was a 
reception in the basement of the famous Seelbach Hotel. 
After the reception, attendees had dinner and partici-
pated in bowling. 
 
YPs were allowed to stay for the WEFMAX held Friday 
and into Saturday. 

 

YP Summit 
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Spring St. Louis Event –  
MSD Lemay WWTP Tour 

 
Join young and seasoned pro-
fessionals for a tour of the re-
cently expanded Metropolitan 
St. Louis Sewer District Lemay 
treatment plant tour on Friday, 
May 13 at 2 o’clock. After-
wards, head to the River City 
boat for a happy hour at the 
1904 Beerhouse before break-
ing away for more fun! 
 
Check mwea.org for informa-
tion on how to attend. 



 

Photo Essay 
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The Bedell Award was established to acknowledge extraordinary per-
sonal service to a WEF Member Association. The award is named for 
Arthur Sidney Bedell , WEF's second president for his long devotion 
and service to the New York Sewage and Industrial Wastes Associa-
tion.   
 
The 2011 Author Sydney Bedell Award is presented to Philip Burns.  
Phil served as the MWEA President from 2008-2009 and also served 
on the Executive Committee for five years.  Phil has actively been in-
volved with the Collections Committee and will serve as Chair for the 
Membership Committee this upcoming Association year.   Phil is cur-
rently a Senior Project Manager with SKW’s Lenexa office.  Phil is a Professional Engineer with 34 years of experi-
ence in project development, design and management of wastewater treatment plant, pump station and collection 
system projects. He has performed work for many of the major wastewater utilities in the KC metro area. Phil’s posi-
tion prior to joining SKW was Senior Project Manager at CH2M HILL. He holds an undergraduate degree in Civil 
Engineering and a master’s degree in Environmental Engineering from the University of Iowa. 
 

The Hatfield Award is presented to operators of wastewater treatment plants for outstanding performance and pro-
fessionalism. The award was established in honor of Dr. William D. Hatfield, Superintendent of the Decatur, Illinois 
Sanitary District, who was President of the Central States Sewage Works Association in 1944-45 and served as 
President of the Federation in 1958-59. 
 
Tim Nyander  has been a member of MWEA since 1989. Tim was the Large Treatment Plant Operator of the Year 
recipient in 2003.  He is employed with the City of Joplin as the Public Works Community Service Manager. Tim 
had previously served as the Superintendent of the Wastewater Treatment Plants for the City of Joplin.  He began 
employment with the City of Joplin in 1984 as a shift operator at the Shoal Creek WWTP. He was promoted to 
Pretreatment Inspector in  1988, and to Superintendent of Wastewater Treatment in 1999. He supervised the op-
eration of Joplin’s two treatment facilities and 15 lift stations in this position. Tim attended the Crowder College Wa-
ter & Wastewater School in Neosho, and holds a Bachelor of  Science degree  in Management from Missouri 
Southern State University in Joplin, and a Master’s degree of Public Administration from Missouri State University in 
Springfield.  
 

Keith Arbuckle served as the Association’s WEF Delegate from 2007-
2010.  Keith has been an active member of the Missouri Association 
since 1992.  Keith served as the Association President from 2001-
2002.  He has chaired the Teller, Local Arrangements and Program 
Committees.  He is a member of the MWEA Select Society of Sanitary 
Sludge Shovelers.  Keith is employed as the Director of Engineering at 
Duckett Creek Sewer District in St. Charles, Missouri.  

 

Bedel Award - Philip Burns 
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Hatfield Award - Tim Nyander 

 

Service Award - Keith Arbuckle 



David has been a member of the MWEA since 1980 and has served on the Plant 
Managers Committee, Local Arrangements Committee, Equipment O & M.  David  is a 
5S member and served as the PWO Representative on the MWEA Executive Commit-
tee from 2007-2011. David worked for the City of Clinton for one year and then 
started employment with the City of Jefferson City in 1980. David went to his first 
wastewater plant at 13 years old and took his first wastewater training class at 16 
while still in high school. After high school he graduated from the Water and Waste-
water Technical School in Neosho Missouri. He came to City of Jefferson, Missouri in 
June 1980.  He has worked his way up from entry level operator to the manager of 
the wastewater treatment facility, pump stations and pretreatment program.  While at 
Jefferson City David has won the Hatfield award, and Operator of the Year award. 
Under his leadership the Jefferson City Plant has received the Treatment Plant of the 
Year, Biosolids of the Year, and a Plant Safety award from the MWEA. 

 

Distinguished Service Award - David Erwin 
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Pam Schweitzer chaired the 2010 U.S. SJWP Committee from 2008-2010. 
In the spring of 2008 Pam was asked to consider taking over the U.S. SJWP 
competition event that MWEA had been selected to host in St. Louis. In Au-
gust 2008 an Ad-Hoc committee was established for the 2010 U.S. SJWP 
Competition. Pam traveled to Orlando and Anchorage to train for MWEA 
hosting the event.  This required a great deal of organizing for various parts 
of the event from fundraising to airport shuttle and Pam successfully took on 
the duty. There were 44 high school students and accompanying teachers at 
the competition. Pam has dedicated herself to many activities of the organiza-
tion since joining in 1985. Pam has been active with the Laboratory Practices Committee since helping form the 
committee in 1993 and served as Chair from 1994 to 1997. She also chaired the Program Committee in 1998. 
Pam served the Association as Secretary from 1998-2008 and since then has served as Historian Committee Chair. 
Pam is also a member of the MWEA’s Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers. Pam has received the WEF Be-
dell award, the WEF Laboratory Analyst award and the Crystal Crucible award.  
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Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award -  
Natalie LaFata 

 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize - Pam Schweizer

Natalie LaFata has worked in the wastewater since 2000 when she gradu-
ated from the ERTC, Environmental Resources Training Center at Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville, Illinois. She started as a water/wastewater 
operator at the Weldon Spring Site Remedial Action Project where radioac-
tive contaminated water was treated. The site was cleaned and finished in 
July 2002.  Since March 2003 she has run the wastewater treatment plant 
part time at the Weldon Spring site. In January 2003 she became Laboratory 
Manager for Rock Creek Public Sewer District and has held that job since 
then.  Natalie was involved in the design of the new laboratory at the new 
district facility in Kimmswick along with assisting with the start up of that facility in 2004. In March 2004 she be-
came a member of the Laboratory Practices Committee of the Missouri Water Environment Association and has 
been actively involved in that committee as the Education and Certification Sub-committee chairperson as well as 
serving as Vice chairperson of the Laboratory Practices Committee.  She also holds a 
“D” Voluntary Laboratory Certification for Laboratory Analysts and a “D” Wastewater Certification through the 
State of Missouri. In her spare time, Natalie loves to snowboard and in the summer she is usually found on the Up-
per Meramec River with her husband, Luke and her daughter Reese on their boat.  

The George W. Burke, Jr. award was established in 1982 to honor Mr. 
Burke’s many years of service to both the water and environment field and 
the Federation’s as staff manager of technical services. The purpose of the 
award is to encourage an active and effective safety program in municipal 
and industrial wastewater facilities and acknowledges a documented and 
illustrated safety program and safety record of the facility for the preceding 
calendar year. With great pleasure, the MWEA Safety and Occupational 
Health Committee would like to congratulate the City of Columbia’s Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for having an active and comprehensive Safety 
Program.  The Safety Committee commends the entire staff for their effort and example. 

 

Burke Award - City of Columbia Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
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Golden Fleece Award - Bob Campbell 
In Greek mythology, the Golden Fleece was the coat from a magical 
ram considered the ultimate prize or treasure.  The MWEA considers 
this award the ultimate honor bestowed upon only a select few. It is 
presented based on continued and active participation throughout their 
membership of twenty or more years, being involved in numerous lead-
ership roles, above and beyond the norm.  The member must have 
been a mentor to young members and leaders, having provided meri-
torious service and dedication to the profession. 
In addition to being presented a plaque, a watch is given to symbolize 
the countless hours they have spent volunteering their time to the Asso-
ciation. 
The Golden Fleece Award was named in honor of and presented to 
two MWEA members in 2003, Bob FLick and John REECE, for their extraordinary service to the Association.  In 
2007, Bob Steiert was granted this honor. 
Bob Campbell has dedicated his life to the enhancement of the water environment.  He began his career in 1972 
as a Civil Engineer with the City of Tulsa.  He joined St. Louis MSD in 1977 as Ass’t Superintendent and later be-
came Plant Superintendent, Director of Planning and the Director of Stormwater.  In 1991, Bob moved to Kansas 
City and became the Executive Director of the Little Blue Valley Sewer District.  In 1995 he moved back to St. Louis 
to work as Plant Manager for the American Bottoms Wastewater Treatment Plant in Sauget, Illinois.  In 1999, he 
became the Deputy Director of the MSD of Greater Cincinnati and was heavily involved with their Wet Weather 
Control Plan and the negotiation of their Consent Decrees.  In 2004, he was promoted to Director and served in 
that position until 2006.  In 2007, Bob returned to St. Louis and now leads the St. Louis Office for Stantec Consult-
ants. 
Bob has chaired numerous committees for the MWEA and served as the Secretary Treasurer from 1985 to 1994.  
He did so much work as the Secretary Treasurer that when he retired from that position, the duties were split into 
two separate positions.   Bob was inducted into the 5-S Society in 1983, and was awarded the Arthur Sidney Be-
dell Award in 1992.  He was elected Vice President in 1994, President Elect in 1995, and served as President 
from 1996 to 1997.  Bob instituted the “no-tie” annual 
meeting.  While in Cincinnati, Bob continued his involve-
ment with MWEA serving on the MWEA Executive Commit-
tee and the WEF Board of Directors from 2002 to 2005.  
Bob was on the MWEA Executive Committee for 17 years 
and is currently the Newsletter Chair. 
At WEF, Bob helped author numerous Manuals of Practice 
including MOP 1 on Safety and Health in Wastewater Sys-
tems, MOP SM-2, Guidelines for Developing a Wastewa-
ter Safety Program, MOP OM-5, Prime Movers, and MOP 
SM-4, Plant Mangers Handbook.  He also provided techni-
cal review of other MOPs on Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Operations, Activated sludge, and Incineration O&M.  Bob 
Chaired the WEF Safety Committee from 1984-1986, the 
Operator Olympics Committee (renamed Operations Chal-
lenge) in 1988, and was the Volume 2 Chair on the re-
write of MOP 11, “Operations of Wastewater Treatment 
Plants”, 1994-1996.  In 1997, Bob became a WEF Quar-
ter Century Operator. 
Bob is a prime example of unselfish commitment to the Mis-
souri Association, the Federation and the wastewater indus-
try. 
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Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers 
This year pH 7, Danny “Elton John” Rowatt, 
lead the induction ceremony for this year’s 
inductees into the Select Society.  Inductees 
received the typical "harassment” during the 
ceremony, including the re-induction of 
WEF President-Elect Matt Bond, an MWEA 
member.  Congratulations to our inductees 
pictured.  Becky Humes, Honorary Member, 
Dean Balazos, Honorary Member, pH 7 
Danny “Elton John” Rowatt, Rebecca Hoff-
man, Dan Scherer, and Matt Bond.  I wonder how long it will take for the picture of Matt Bond to circulate at WEF. 

 

Golden Manhole Inductees 
Congratulations to the new Golden Man-
hole Inductees Matt Thomas, Kansas City, 
Tim Patrick, Moberly, Randy Lyman, 
Springfield, and Terry Adams, St. Louis. 
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Operator of the Year, Small Facilities -  
Mike Forsee, City of Centralia 

The Operator of the Year for small facilities for 2011 is Mike Forsee, 
Plant Operations Forman and Earth Centre Coordinator for the City of St. 
Peters.  Mike has over 21 years of O&M experience with the City’s wa-
ter and wastewater systems and facilities.  Mike holds “B” Wastewater in 
Missouri. 

 

The Operator of the Year for large facilities for 2011 is Jim Karll, Plant 
Operations Forman and Earth Centre Coordinator for the City of St. Pe-
ters.  Jim has over 32 years of O&M experience with the City’s water 
and wastewater facilities.  Jim also manages the grinding and compost-
ing of all yard wastes at the City’s Earth Centre site.  Jim is a graduate of 
the Water and Wastewater Technical School in Neosho, and holds “A” 
Wastewater and Water licenses in Missouri. 

Operator of the Year, Large Facilities -  
Jim Karll, City of St. Peters 
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Plant of the Year, Less than 5 MGD -  
MSD’s Fenton Treatment Plant 

For continued outstanding operation and maintenance, MWEA is proud 
to award the Plant of the Year, for plants less than 5 MGD to the Metro-
politan St. Louis Sewer District’s Fenton Treatment Plant.   
The Fenton plant is a treatment plant designed for 6.75 MGD, which 
currently operates at approximately 4.5 MGD with a peak flow of 20 
MGD.  The plant was constructed in 1986 and modified and expanded 
in 2002.  The effluent limits for the plant are BOD and TSS of 25/30 
mg/l, an ammonia limit of 9.5 mg/l and disinfection of 400 colonies per 
100 ml. Waste activated sludge is gravity thickened, belt pressed and 
land filled. The plant is staffed by one operator, seven days a week dur-
ing the day, and monitored at night. Since there is only one aeration basin, the plant uses a floating aeration sys-
tem with allows any aeration system repair to be made without dewatering the tank.  The UV system is a closed 
loop system of early vintage. Over the past several years the plant has consistently averaged less than 10 mg/l for 
BOD and TSS, and ammonia. The plant is excellently maintained, and has an active safety program. 
Todd Bolte, Plant Engineer, received the award.  

 

It is a pleasure to award Plant of the Year – Greater than 5 MGD to the 
City of Springfield, Southwest Treatment Plant. 
 
The Southwest Treatment Plant is designed for 43 MGD which currently 
treats 30 MGD with peaks over 90 mgd.  The plant is staffed 24 hours a 
day with 40 operations, maintenance, and laboratory personnel.  The 
effluent parameters for the plant for BOD/TSS are 10 and 15 mg/l re-
spectively, 2 mg/l for ammonia, 0.5 mg/l for total phosphorus, and 400 
colonies per 100 ml for disinfection. 
 
Sludge is thickened, anaerobically digested, dewatered and land-applied or land filled.  Waste methane gas is 
stored and used for the heat exchange boilers or building heat. 
Over the past few years, the plant has averaged BOD and TSS levels well below 5 mg/l, and ammonia and total 
phosphorus levels below 1 mg/l. 
 
The plant has a very active safety program. 
 
Features of the plant include the diversity and complexity of the process equipment operated and maintained at the 
plant which includes pure oxygen treatment, ozonation for disinfection, methanol addition, denitrification filters and 
methane gas recovery and usage.  The plant laboratory capabilities are also extensive in that all plant compliance 
and monitoring testing for organics, inorganics, and toxicity are ran at the lab. 
 
It must also be stated that the pride for the plant is shown from the plant management level down to every worker.  
The enthusiasm of a well managed, operated and maintained facility was evident. 
 
Accepting the Award on behalf of the City of Springfield Southwest Wastewater treatment Plant is Ed Malter. 

Plant of the Year, More than 5 MGD -  
City of Springfield, Southwest Treatment Plant 
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Crystal Crucible Award 
The Crystal Crucible Award is given to deserving individuals who 
have demonstrated dedication to the wastewater field and an active 
interest in serving on the Lab Practices Committee.  This year, there 
are three members who have been honored.  Phil Adlich, Compli-
ance Technician, City of Warrensburg; Mike Henderson, Wastewa-
ter Superintendent, City of LaGrange; and last but not least Court-
ney Simmons, Laboratory Technician and Plant Operator, City of 
LaGrange.  Congratulations to all. 

 

Biosolids Awards 
Congratulations to Rock Creek Public Sewer District in the <5 MGD category and to City of St. Charles, EMC in the 
> 5MGD category. 



Current - Spring 2011 20 www.mwea.org 

 

 

YP of the Year Award - Jeff Clarke 
The YP of the Year Award is intended to recognize outstanding participation 
in MWEA while still fairly new to the industry.  Jeff Clarke was named the 
2010 Outstanding Young Water Environment Professional Award. Jeff 
earned a degree in Management Information Systems from Purdue Univer-
sity in 2002. He currently works for Hydro-Kinetics Corporation as the East-
ern Missouri Sales Manager. Jeff is active in the wastewater community as a 
member of numerous professional organizations. He has held a variety of 
committee chair roles in MWEA and in 2010 was inducted into SSSSS and 
served on the Executive Committee as the Association’s President Elect. Jeff, 
his wife Joy, and their two kids Cole and Haley live in the St. Louis area. 

 

Collection Systems Award - Curtis Braden 
Congratulations to Curtis Braden, Kansas City, Missouri the Collection Sys-
tems Award recipient. 

 

Safety Awards 
Congratulations to the City of Wentzville Wastewater Treatment Plant, the City of Independence Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant, and the City of Jefferson Collection System Operations and Maintenance for their excellent safety re-
cords.  Also receiving an award, but not pictured was the City of Clinton Collection System Operation. 

 

Stockholm Junior Water Prize Missouri Winner 
At the recent Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition in St. Louis, Kishan 
Patel was the first place finisher for his paper and presentation entitled 
“Developing a Microbial Cell for Application in Wastewater treatment Facili-
ties”.  Pictured with Kishan is his advisor, Chriss Reeves, the Missouri Associa-
tion Chair Danny Rowatt, and MWEA President Rich Johannes.  
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Ron Layton Student Scholarship 
The Ron Layton Student Scholarship, sponsored by the MWEA, 
was established in 1989.  Scholarships are awarded to a stu-
dent in an undergraduate, graduate, or technical/associate de-
gree program at a University or College in Missouri.  Their des-
ignated degree program must relate to environmental and water 
issues.  This scholarship Award is named in memory of Dr. Ron 
Layton, longtime Association member, Past-President, and educa-
tor. These educational awards are to encourage students who 
exhibit scholastic ability and dedication to the field of environ-
mental and water issues. This year’s winners are Samantha Markus, MS&T, Rolla; Atreyee Das, UM, Columbia; 
and Hilda Fadaei Khoei, UM Columbia. 

 

John Reece Retiring 
Rumors have been circulating that John Reece, long-time MWEA 
member, and Executive Director of the Little Blue valley Sewer 
District will be retiring in April, or later in the year depending on 
his commitments to the LBVSD Board.  In an effort to recognize 
John for his almost 50 services of service, Program Committee 
Chair Phil Walsack presents John with the traditional lawn orna-
ment that graces the lawns of many retired folks. 
Congratulations John! 





The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) is attempting to 
clarify statewide wet weather policy through rulemaking efforts and de-
veloping wastewater treatment bypass guidance.  This comes at a time 
when wet weather restrictions are increasingly tightening for Missouri’s 
wastewater regulated communities.  With a lack of a consistent, compre-
hensive national policy, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) is basing these restrictions on a narrow 
reinterpretation of the bypass regulation (40 CFR 122.41(m)). 
 
Bypass Rule and Blending 
 
As defined in federal regulations, a bypass is the “intentional diversion of waste streams from any portion of a treat-
ment facility.”  According to federal regulation, bypasses are prohibited except where necessary for essential main-
tenance to assure efficient operation and where effluent limitations are not exceeded.  All other bypasses are sub-
ject to enforcement unless all the following conditions are met. 
 

The bypass was unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or severe property damage. 
There were no feasible alternatives to the bypass, such as the use of auxiliary treatment facilities, retention of 

untreated wastes, or maintenance during normal periods of equipment downtime. 
The permittee submitted the notices required by the regulation. 

 
Originally the bypass rule had two express purposes as discussed in its 1984 rule amendment. 
 

First, it excused certain unavoidable or justifiable violations of permit effluent limitations, provided the permittee 
could meet the bypass criteria. 

Second, it required that permittees operate control equipment at all times, thus obtaining maximum pollutant 
reductions consistent with technology-based requirements.  Without such a provision, dischargers could 
avoid appropriate technology-based control requirements. 

 
EPA was primarily concerned with industrial dischargers gaming the system.  Industrial technology-based require-
ments exclude effluent limit guidelines for multiple parameters of concern (POC).  EPA reasoned that non-regulated 
POCs are effectively treated so long as treatment equipment is properly operated.  This eliminates the need to im-
pose numerous pollutant limitations and monitoring requirements.  The problem is that industrial dischargers could 
bypass treatment processes to reduce costs and still meet their permit limits – effectively undermining EPA’s reason-
ing for limiting the list of regulated POCs.  However, this same concern does not apply to municipal dischargers, as 
only conventional pollutants are regulated under secondary treatment. 
 
Recently, however, EPA has reinterpreted the bypass rule to address the practice of blending.   Blending involves 
routing excess wastewater around biological treatment processes and recombining with fully treated wastewater 
before discharging.  This has been a standard engineering practice since the 1970s for preventing biological sys-
tems from washing out.  Historically, EPA has acknowledged the importance of blending and in 2003 proposed a 
draft Peak Flows Policy clarifying its support for this practice.  However, EPA has since changed this position, effec-
tively mandating larger plant designs and equalization basins. 
 
In February 2009 EPA Region 7 issued an interim objection for a Missouri draft operating permit on the grounds 
that its flow diversion system (i.e., blending) constitutes a bypass under 40 CFR 122.41(m).  MDNR later argued 
EPA incorrectly interpreted the bypass rule and that wet weather flow diversions constitute “essential maintenance” 
for preserving the biological integrity of secondary treatment systems.  MDNR also noted the use of auxiliary treat-
ment systems are mitigating conditions in the determination of a bypass. 
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By: John Christiansen 
Geosyntec Consultants 



EPA’s National Wet Weather Policy 
 
A June 1, 2010 Federal Register Notice announced EPA plans for a series of “listening sessions” seeking stake-
holder input for a more uniform and comprehensive wet weather policy.  EPA is considering whether to develop a 
more specific broad-based regulatory framework to address National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit requirements for municipal sanitary sewer collection systems, municipal satellite collection systems, 
sanitary sewer overflows (SSO), and peak wet weather flow discharges.  EPA is also looking to resolve several 
longstanding issues such as whether the bypass rule applies to blending. 
 
More recently, the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) reported that EPA has delayed work 
on a comprehensive SSO rule due to budget and resource issues.  However, NACWA also reported that EPA 
agreed to holding a one-day, facilitated workshop on the SSO issue sometime in the next coming months.  Jim 
Hanlan, Director of the Office of Wastewater Management in EPA’s Office of Water, indicated that blending will 
be a workshop topic. 
 
MDNR Rulemaking and Wet Weather “Strawman” 
 
As it still may be years in the making, MDNR is not waiting for a national comprehensive wet weather policy.  On 
March 2, 2011 MDNR introduced potential rulemakings to clarify SSO and bypass definitions and issued a 
“strawman” draft guidance for wet weather bypasses at the Ad Hoc Committee of the Water Protection Advisory 
Forum.  MDNR is committed to engaging stakeholders in this process, which will be key to ensuring Missouri devel-
ops a sensible wet weather policy. 
 
Any policy MDNR develops should embrace the fact that blending remains an absolutely essential peak wet 
weather flow design management strategy.  While this may be at odds with EPA’s latest reinterpretation of the by-
pass rule, it is the most sensible approach and is consistent with the original intent of the bypass rule.  To this end, 
MDNR should (1) use the federal bypass rule provision that allows for its use if for essential maintenance (40 CFR 
122.41(m)(2)), and (2) define essential maintenance such that it is for preserving the biological integrity of secon-
dary treatment systems. 
 
Careful consideration should also be taken in addressing the no feasible alternatives provision of the federal bypass 
rule.  Stakeholders have already expressed a strong preference for a simplified feasibility analysis in lieu of EPA’s 
July 2009 Draft Guidance on Preparing a Utility Analysis, which has been deemed complicated and costly.  Con-
cern has also been expressed over the use of the 2% median household indicator (MHI), which does not promote 
cost effective solutions.  Rather, feasibility analysis guidance should be based on an incremental cost-benefit analy-
sis (i.e., “knee-of-the-curve”). 
 
MDNR and stakeholders should also be cautioned in addressing SSOs.  Recognizing that wet weather flow issues 
originate in collection systems, it is difficult to imagine a policy that does not address sanitary sewer issues such as 
SSOs.  However, our legal system has not yet resolved whether sanitary sewers are even part of the treatment 
works.  Furthermore, SSOs are not defined in federal law or regulations.  Until there is further clarity at the national 
level, it may be premature to address SSOs in state regulations beyond the existing reporting requirements con-
tained in state rule. 
 
Developing a statewide wet weather policy will not be without its challenges, but waiting on a broad-based com-
prehensive national policy may not be an option.  With or without an official national policy, Missouri’s communi-
ties are falling under increasingly tight restrictions and are in need of a sensible approach.  Given the uncertainty in 
EPA’s current bypass regulations, the best approach for now may be a limited rulemaking consistent with federal 
regulations (e.g., adopt the federal definition of bypass) and a more developed guidance document.  However, the 
best way to ensure a sensible statewide policy is for Missouri communities to remain actively engaged in the stake-
holder process. 
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Interest in innovative stormwater controls, frequently referred to as Green infrastructure (GI), has substantially grown 
over the last decade for both combined and separate storm sewer systems.  For example, Missouri’s two largest 
combined sewer system operators, the City of Kansas City and Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District, have em-
barked upon aggressive GI programs to reduce combined sewer overflows.  In addition, several separate stormwa-
ter utilities are implementing emphasized GI controls for new and redevelopment as part of Phase 1 and 2 stormwa-
ter programs.  WEF has been a strong proponent of these innovative stormwater approaches, leading to meetings 
with USEPA and development of a policy statement regarding current barriers to further implementation of GI solu-
tions.  The following policy statement was provided to USEPA on April 1, 2011. 
 
WEF supports the implementation of green infrastructure (GI), which is defined by USEPA as “management ap-
proaches and technologies that infiltrate, evapotranspire, and reuse stormwater to maintain or restore natural hy-
drology.” The information presented in this document reflects input from WEF members across the country. WEF 
welcomes the opportunity to present this information on their behalf, and we look forward to working with EPA to 
further identify critical problem areas and explore solutions that will help to promote the adoption of green infra-
structure practices.  
 
WEF was asked by USEPA to provide a listing of barriers to green infrastructure. These barriers, along with some 
potential solutions, are listed below in priority order.  
 
1. Funding and Cost of Implementing Green Infrastructure  
 
Problem: Communities considering GI are not convinced of the potential for long-term cost savings with a keen 
focus on maintenance as a hurdle to overcome.  
 
Solution: Recognize the change in cost paradigm (initial capital outlay vs. long-term O&M costs and social/
environmental co-benefits) and focus funding towards study of long-term maintenance efforts/costs and Triple Bot-
tom Line benefits.  
 
Solution: Share costing data (capital and O&M) collected across the country with decision makers in an effort to 
illustrate the potential cost savings of GI.  
 
Solution: Identify opportunities and funding for cost analysis studies of watershed-scale GI efforts to illustrate cost 
savings beyond the site level.  
 
Solution: Encourage the use of “stormwater credits” to incent the use of GI practices in development/re-
development efforts within the development community.  
 
2. Regulatory Impediments to Implementation to Green Infrastructure  
 
Problem: The regulatory/enforcement community is often directed to only accept solutions to water quality prob-
lems that have a high degree of success and certainty.  
 
Solution: Permit authorities should work hand-in-hand with the enforcement community at all levels (national, re-
gional, and state) to encourage the implementation of GI.  
 
Solution: Provide regulatory recognition for early adopters of GI by offsetting permit requirements to reflect the 
water quality benefits of GI.  
 
Solution: Target permit and enforcement staff as top priority group for information sharing on successful applica-
tions of GI. 
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3. Acceptance of Green Infrastructure by Municipal Staff, Local Leaders and Practitioners  
 
Problem: Green infrastructure is an emerging practice with a light track record on performance and little under-
standing of local impact to development, which has led to a lack of acceptance by municipalities. Local stormwater 
ordinances, which often do not include GI practices (and in some cases inadvertently discourage GI), reflect this 
lack of acceptance.  
 
Solution: Identify early adopters and highlight case studies through information dissemination.  
 
Solution: Study the effects of GI on development patterns in communities who have implemented these practices in 
a community-wide manner with a particular focus on the effect on sprawl development.  
 
Solution: Educate local municipal leaders on the benefits of GI in an effort to promote greater acceptance of the 
integration of GI practices local stormwater ordinances.  
 
Solution: Provide open forum for communities contemplating GI solutions and encourage the development of a 
Standards of Practice (SOP) within physiographic and climatic regions.  
 
Solution: Identification and publication of consensus best practices, such as a WEF Manual of Practice (MOP).  
 
4. Programmatic Challenges  
 
Problem: The transition to green infrastructure is a multi-decade effort that will require enhanced public outreach, 
intensive monitoring, and inter-governmental coordination.  
 
Solution: Increase Long-Term Control Plan schedules to respect the challenges associated with implementing large-
scale GI programs.  
 
Solution: Develop training materials to illustrate successful inter-governmental coordination efforts by early adopt-
ers who are initiating green infrastructure planning efforts.  
 
Solution: Increase funding for local education campaigns focusing on benefits to public as well as highlighting 
successful projects already in the ground in similar areas.  
 
Solution: Encourage GI retrofit solutions when replacement or repair of existing grey infrastructure is needed.  
 
5. Maintenance Burdens  
 
Problem: Green infrastructure, unlike traditional grey infrastructure, relies heavily on maintenance for long-term 
effective performance, which often impact privately-held property and areas.  
 
Solution: Educate local communities on the need to respect the change in paradigm for maintenance, and the 
significance of the role of maintenance in GI system performance.  
 
Solution: Develop and publish strategies for communities on maintenance issues unique to GI, such as incentives 
to private owners for proper maintenance of GI practices and the importance of enforcement of poorly-maintained 
practices in local ordinances.  
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6. Design and Construction Hurdles  
 
Problem: Stormwater is uniquely affected by local climatic patterns, dominant soils, groundwater levels, and other 
site-specific parameters, all of which increase the complexity of design and construction.  
 
Solution: Develop practitioner-level guidance material to provide enhanced understanding of on-the-ground tech-
niques to address challenges in construction of GI solutions.  
 
Solution: Develop “boiler plate” GI codes, ordinances and design standards for various regions to provide a 
launching point for the integration of green solutions into community standards.  
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In 2008, the National Research Council issued a report entitled “Urban 
Stormwater in the United States”.  It outlined extensive information on the 
“state of the industry” – specifically as it related to the control of nonpoint 
source pollution.  It highlighted studies that demonstrated the connection 
between stormwater volume and water quality variables (ie. Total Suspended Solids,  (TSS), Total Nitrogen (TN), 
Total Phosphorus (TP), etc.).  It suggested customizing stormwater management strategies on a subwatershed basis 
by correlating the level of impairment to the amount of impervious cover.  This involves using impervious cover (or 
volume of runoff) as a surrogate for controlling specific pollutants.  It also suggested linking stormwater service 
charges to the volume of runoff from a site to encourage responsible development. 
 
Traditional stormwater control has focused on controlling the peak rate of runoff to prevent flooding downstream.  
Engineers used stormwater detention to attenuate flow rates and to “knock the peak” off of the traditional post-
development hydrograph.  However, without controlling the runoff volume (the area under the hydrograph curve), 
the increased volume was released at the end of the rain event.  This exposed the creek to channel-forming flows for 
a longer period of time.  This potentially increases environmental damage to the stream and results in problems 
such as increased erosion (head cutting), and stream bank stability issues.  Controlling the volume of runoff allows 
the hydrograph to be “squeezed” and for it to more closely resemble the pre-developed condition (before man got 
there).  Controlling volume is done through three primary strategies: infiltration (ie. Bioretention, rain gardens, infil-
tration basins, etc), evaporation/evapotranspiration (ie. plant uptake), and engineered capture/re-use (ie. rain bar-
rels or cisterns).  
 
But how can runoff “Volume” be a pollutant?  Runoff volume may be utilized as a “surrogate” for measuring pollut-
ant loads based on common composition of urban stormwater runoff.  It can also be a measure of the potential for 
“wasting” along streambanks due to increases in the amount and duration that the stream banks are exposed to a 
storm event runoff and channel forming flows.  Most up-to-date design manuals utilize water quality strategies based 
on controlling the volumes from more frequent storms (i.e. not just flood events).  This approach focuses on retaining 
the “first flush” of runoff from the vast majority of storm events to capture most of the typical urban runoff pollutants.  
The New Hampshire design manual takes it a step further by projecting pollutant loads for bacteria, TSS, TP, and 
TN based on Event Mean Concentrations from various land use types.  This allows runoff volume to be directly cor-
related to pollutant loadings to the receiving stream. 
 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDLs) are required to be developed when a water body has been placed on the Fed-
eral Impaired Waters List (303d) for not meeting water quality standards.  Over 200 stream or river segments and 
lakes are on this list in Missouri.  When a water body is placed on the list, it is listed for “Pollutant(s) of Concern” or 

 

Is “Volume” the New Pollutant? 
By: Christina Luebbert, 

P.E., CFM, LEED AP 
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Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDLs) are required to be developed when a water body has been placed on the Fed-
eral Impaired Waters List (303d) for not meeting water quality standards.  Over 200 stream or river segments and 
lakes are on this list in Missouri.  When a water body is placed on the list, it is listed for “Pollutant(s) of Concern” or 
“Unknown” pollutants.  The most common listed pollutants in Missouri are: bacteria, low dissolved oxygen, nutrients 
(phosphorous, nitrogen, ammonia), and metals.  Out of the 200 listed waters, approximately 50 cite urban non-
point source pollution as the primary source. 
 
There has been a recent (over the last five years) trend in stormwater management for the use of runoff volume and/
or impervious cover-based TMDLs to address water quality concerns in impaired watersheds across the nation.  The 
nation’s first runoff volume-based TMDL was for Potash Brook in Burlington, Vermont, in December 2006.  This was 
followed by the nation’s first impervious cover TMDL for Eagleville Brook in Mansfield, Connecticut, in February 
2007.  Shortly thereafter, Barberry Creek in South Portland, Maine, was issued an impervious cover TMDL in June 
2007.  And closer to home, the Hinkson Creek in Columbia, Boone County, Missouri, was given a TMDL calling for 
a reduction in peak flows and restoration (increase) of base flows. 
 
Missouri’s municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) have permit language requiring programs to institute 
controls to mimic pre-development runoff conditions as well as meet objectives set forth in these TMDLs.   While 
most agree on the value of the end goal, the path to the compliance with these permit requirements leave a lot open 
to debate.  The costs to achieve predevelopment watershed and stream health conditions can be quite prohibitive 
(multi-millions). 
 
Is this the new “normal” for stormwater and watershed management?  Will we see more and more TMDLs focused 
on addressing stormwater and non-point pollution?  All signs point to “yes” – because, after all, “Volume” IS the 
new pollutant of concern!  
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Small Flows Technical Conference 
Thursday, June 23, 2011 -  Stone Crest Mall Meeting Room  

3797 Hwy 54 Osage Beach, Missouri 65065 

Time Topic Presenter 

8:30-9:00 AM Registration 

9:00-9:10 AM 

Morning Moderator 

Mike Starkey 

Welcome and Introductions 

Information About the Missouri Wa-
ter Environment Association 

Phil Burns, P.E., Past MWEA 
President 

9:15-10:00 AM Formation of Sewer Districts and 

Neighborhood Improvement Districts 

Tom Ratermann, P.E., 
Boone County Regional Sewer 
District 

10:00-10:45 AM Introduction to Low Pressure Sewer 
Systems 

Marvin Springer, Environment 
Corporation 

10:45-11:00 AM Break with Refreshments 

11:00-11:45 AM Operator Certification Update Darlene Helmig 

MO Dept. of Natural Resources 

11:45-12:30 Low Cost Alternatives for Small 
Wastewater Systems 

Steve Outain 

Crowder College, Neosho, MO 

12:30-1:00 PM Lunch Provided 

1:00-1:45 PM 

Afternoon Moderator 

Tom Ratermann, P.E. 

Introduction to a Small Community 
Wastewater Treatment System Alter-
native; Media Filters 

Tyler Molatore, Orenco Ad-
vantex Systems 

1:45-2:30 PM Small System Operations Tena Hale-Rush 

Aqua Missouri, Inc. 

2:30-2:45 Break with Refreshments 

2:45-3:30 PM Sunrise Estates Collection System for 
the Boone County Regional Sewer 
District 

Dennis E. Stith, P.E. 
Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc. 

3:30-4:15 PM Open Forum: Rates, Financing, and 
Permitting Issue 

  

Tom Ratermann, P.E 

Jim Russo, MO. Public Service 
Commission 

Dennis E. Stith, P.E. 

4:15 PM Adjourn & Door Prizes Tom Caraker 

DNR Course # 1105497 
Drinking Water – 1.0hrs    Distribution – 1.0hrs    Wastewater – 6.0hrs    CAFO – 1.0hrs 
MWEA Voluntary Collection Systems Operator Certification Renewal Credit – 3.75hrs 
MWEA Voluntary Certification Program – Lab Certification – 5.0hrs 
**MWEA is NOT accepting MO DNR training vouchers for this seminar** 



 
M

IS
S

O
U

R
I 

W
A

T
E

R
 

E
N

V
IR

O
N

M
E

N
T

 
A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

 
 

 
 

S
m

al
l F

lo
w

s 
T

ec
h

n
ic

al
 C

on
fe

re
n

ce
 

  

Ju
ne

 2
3,

 2
01

1 
  

S
to

ne
 C

re
st

 M
al

l M
ee

tin
g 

R
oo

m
 

37
97

 H
w

y 
54

 
O

sa
ge

 B
ea

ch
, M

is
so

ur
i 6

50
65

 
    

w
w

w
.m

w
ea

.o
rg

 

MISSOURI WATER           NON-PROFIT ORG  
ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION        U.S. POSTAGE 

320 East McCarty Street               PAID 
Jefferson City, MO 65101         ST. LOUIS, MO 
           PERMIT #5452 
 

S
m

al
l F

lo
w

s 
Te

ch
ni

ca
l C

on
fe

re
nc

e 
T

hu
rs

da
y,

 J
un

e 
23

, 2
01

1 
S

to
ne

 C
re

st
 M

al
l M

ee
ti

ng
 R

oo
m

 
37

97
 H

w
y 

54
 

O
sa

ge
 B

ea
ch

, M
is

so
ur

i  
65

06
5 

 

N
am

e:
 _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
C

om
pa

ny
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
A

dd
re

ss
:_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 

P
ho

ne
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
E

m
ai

l:
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
W

E
F

 N
um

be
r:

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

 __
__

_$
 4

0.
00

 W
E

F
 M

em
b

er
s 

(I
n

cl
ud

es
 lu

n
ch

) 
__

__
_$

 8
0.

00
 N

on
-M

em
b

er
s 

(I
n

cl
ud

es
 lu

n
ch

) 
 V

is
it

 w
w

w
.W

E
F

.o
rg

 o
r 

ca
ll

 1
-8

00
-6

66
-0

20
6 

to
 j

oi
n

 n
ow

! 
 M

ak
e 

ch
ec

k
 p

ay
ab

le
 t

o:
 M

W
E

A
 

M
ai

l r
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
fo

rm
 a

nd
 c

he
ck

 to
: 

   
  B

ec
ca

 C
oy

le
 

   
  2

01
 H

of
fm

ei
st

er
 A

ve
. 

   
  S

t.
 L

ou
is

, M
O

 6
31

25
 

   
  (

31
4)

 6
38

-5
08

0 
   

rj
co

yl
e@

st
lm

sd
.c

om
 

   
   

 O
r 

F
ax

 F
or

m
 T

o:
 3

14
-6

38
-5

30
1 

 R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
fo

rm
 m

us
t b

e 
re

ce
iv

ed
 b

y:
 J

u
n

e 
10

, 2
01

1 
  

**
 N

o 
re

fu
nd

s 
w

il
l b

e 
m

ad
e 

af
te

r 
th

e 
re

gi
st

ra
ti

on
 d

ea
dl

in
e 

**
 

   
   

   
O

n
ly

 M
as

te
rC

ar
d

 o
r 

V
IS

A
 A

cc
ep

te
d

 
 N

um
be

r_
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 E

xp
ir

at
io

n 
D

at
e_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
 N

am
e 

on
 C

ar
d_

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 

 Si
gn

at
ur

e_
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

 
 B

ill
in

g 
A

dd
re

ss
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

  

http://www.wef.org/�
mailto:rjcoyle@stlmsd.com�


MWEA 2011-2012 Committee Chair Address Phone/E-mail 
Audit Ken Gambaro Metro St. Louis Sewer District 

3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd. 
St. Louis, MO 63146-2121 

(314) 646-2431 Coldwater 
(314) 646-2421 Missouri River 
kmgamb@stlmsd.com 

Awards Al Callier Donohue & Associates 
1415 Elbridge Payne Rd., Ste 165 
Chesterfield, MO  63017 

(636) 536-7042 
acallier@donohue-associates.com 

Biosolids Scott Foley Springfield, MO – Southwest 
WWTP 
3301 South FF Highway 
Springfield, MO 65807 

(417) 891-1600 x 124 
sfoley@springfieldmo.gov 

Collection System Roxann Slater ADS 
9111 Allman Road 
Lenexa, KS  66219 

(913) 660-3888 
RSlater@idexcorp.com 

Education Todd Archer 
  

CDM 
100 N. Tucker, Suite 550 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

(314) 241-8510 
archertd@cdm.com 
  

Equipment O & M Mark Mintun Municipal Equipment Company 
2735 Mercantile Dr. 
St. Louis, MO  63144-2807 

(314) 645-2400, Ext 2976 
(314) 570-6888 
mmintun@munequip.com 

Government Affairs Jim Ross Bartlett & West Eng. 
250 NE Tudor Rd. 
Lees Summit, MO  64086 

(816) 525-3562 
jim.ross@bartwest.com 

Government Affairs Waldo Margheim George Butler Assoc.,Inc. 
9801 Renner Blvd. 
Lenexa, KS  66219-9745 

(913) 577-8218 
wmargheim@gbateam.com 

Historian Pam Schweitzer American Water Enterprises 
1001 Boardwalk Springs Place 
Suite 100 
O’Fallon, MO 63368 

(636) 561-9486 
pam.schweitzer@emcstl.com 

Industrial Waste Bill McAllister Project Manager 
Burns & McDonnell 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, Missouri  64114 

(816)  822-3031 
bmcallister@burnsmcd.com 

  
Laboratory Practices Jane Hood City of St. Joseph 

3500 State Route 759 
St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014 

(816) 271-4649 
jhood@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 

Local Arrangements Cliff Cate TREKK Design Group, LLC 
1441 East 104th Street, Ste 105 
Kansas City Missouri 64131-4521 

(816) 874-4659 
ccate@trekkllc.com 

Local Arrangements Amanda Johnson 
  

Black & Veatch Corporation 
8400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

(913) 458-3553 
johnsona@BV.com 

Membership Phil Burns Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc. 
11250 Corporate Avenue 
Lenexa, KS 6621938.92437 -
94.774139 
  

(913) 307-2556 
pfburns@skw-inc.com 

Newsletter Bob Campbell Stantec Consulting 
1859 Bowles Avenue Suite 250 
St. Louis MO  63026-1944 

(636) 343-3880 
bob.campbell2@stantec.com 
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MWEA 2011-2012 Committee Chair Address Phone/E-mail 
Nominating Rich Johannes URS – Overland Park 

8300 College Blvd., Suite 200 
Overland Park, KS 66210 

(913) 344-1079 
Rich-
ard_Johannes@URSCorp.com 

Operator Assistance Jane Hood City of St. Joseph 
3500 State Route 759 
St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014 

(816) 271-4649 
jhood@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 

Plant Managers Mark Pearson AECOM 
2405 Grand Blvd. Suite 1000 
Kansas City, MO 64108 

(816) 419-2236 
mark.pearson@aecom.com 

Plant Managers Jeff Shook Little Blue Valley Sewer Dist. 
21101 East 78 Highway 
Independence, MO  64057 

(816) 796-7660 
jshook@lbvsd.org 

Co-Program Philip Walsack MPUA 
1808 I-70 Drive SW 
Columbia, MO  65203 

(573) 445-3279 
pwalsack@mpua.org 

Co-Program Bently Green Black & Veatch Corporation 
15450 S. Outer 40 #200 
Chesterfield, MO 63017-2062 

(636) 532-7940 
Greenb2@bv.com 

Public Relations Nicole Young 
  

CDM 
100 N. Tucker, Suite 550 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

(314) 241-8510 
YoungNA@cdm.com 

Co-Registration Wayne Humes MSD – Missouri River WWTP 
3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd 
St. Louis, MO 63146 

(314) 646-2422 
uwhume@stlmsd.com 

Co-Registration Rebecca Coyle MSD Lemay WWTP 
201 Hoffmeister Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63125 

(314) 638-5080 
rjcoyle@stlmsd.com 

Safety, Security & Occupa-
tional Health 

Craig Rippey City of St. Joseph 
3500 State Route 759 
St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014 

(816) 271-4693 
crippey@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 

Small Flows Dennis Stith Shafer Kline & Warren Inc 
PO Box366 
Macon, MO 63552-0366  

(660) 385-6441 
stith@skw-inc.com 

Small Flows Tom Caraker, Jr. Flo-Systems 
905 Cherry Ln. 
Troy, IL  62294 

(618) 667-7890 
tomjr@flosystems.com 

SSSSS Danny Rowatt Municipal Equipment Company 
2735 Mercantile Dr. 
St. Louis, MO  63144-2807 

(314) 290-2977 
drowatt@munequip.com 

Storm Water Sean DeWeese 
  

Water Protection Division 
3500 State Hwy 759 
St. Joseph, Mo 65404 

(816) 271-5318 
sdeweese@ci.st-joseph.mo.us 

Student Activities Jeff Gratzer Jacobs 
501 N Broadway 
4th floor 
St. Louis, MO 63102-2121 

(314) 335-4602 
Jeff.gratzer@jacobs.com 

Tellers Steven Spydell City Of Independence 
Sewer Maintenance Division - 
WPC 
PO Box 1019 
14909 East Truman Rd 
Independence, MO  64051 

(816) 325-7727 
sspydell@indepmo.org 
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MWEA 2011-2012 Committee Chair Address Phone/E-mail 
Watershed Management Jim Schlaman Black & Veatch 

8400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

(913) 458-3359 
schlamanjc@bv.com 

Website Todd Bolte Metro St. Louis Sewer District 
1000 Grand Glaize Parkway 
Valley Park, MO  63088 

(636) 861-6702 
tbolte@stlmsd.com 

Young Professionals 
  
  

Todd Bolte Metro St. Louis Sewer District 
1000 Grand Glaize Parkway 
Valley Park, MO  63088 

(636) 861-6702 
tbolte@stlmsd.com 

Young Professionals Josh Vincent Black & Veatch Corporation 
8400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 

(913) 458-3203 
Vincentja@bv.com 
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Executive Committee Chairs 
Position Name Address Phone/e-mail 

President Jeff Clarke Hydro-Kinetics 
5741 Manchester Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63110-1903 

314/647-6104 
jclarke@hydro-kinetics.com 

President Elect Tom Ratzki  Black & Veatch 
15450 S. Outer 40 Drive 
Suite 200 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 

636/532-1051 x102 
ratzkitj@bv.com 

Vice President Dan Scherer  City of O’Fallon 
Water & Sewer 
410 East Elm Street 
O’Fallon, MO  63366 

636/281-2858 
dscherer@ofallon.mo.us 

Secretary Clara Haenchen  City of Jefferson 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
320 East McCarty 
Jefferson City, MO  65101 

573/634-6566 
chaenchen@jeffcitymo.org 

Treasurer Bob Januska RJN Group, Inc. 
727 N. First Street, Suite 240 
St. Louis, MO  63102-2541 

314/ 588-9764 ext. 311 
rjanuska@rjn.com 
  

PWOD 
Representative 

Kent Spainhour Chillicothe Municipal Utilities 
PO Box 140 
Chillicothe, MO  64601 

660/646-6373 
Kent.spainhout@yahoo.com 

Delegate (term ends 
WEFTEC Oct. 2011) 

Ken Gambaro  Metro St Louis Sewer District 
3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd 
St. Louis, MO 63146-2121 

314/646-2431 
kmgamb@stlmsd.com 

Delegate 
  

Trent Stober Geosyntec Consultants 
1123 Wilkes Blvd. Suite 400 
Columbia, MO  65201 

  
573/443-4100 
tstober@geosyntec.com 

Delegate-Elect 
(term begins WEFTEC 
Oct. 2011) 
  
Past President 

Bobby Lyerla 
  
  
  
Richard Johannes 

Municipal Equipment Company 
2735 Mercantile Dr. 
St. Louis, MO  63144-2807 
  
URS Corporation 
8300 College Blvd 
Suite 200 
Overland Park, KS 66210 

314/645-2400 
ralyerla@munequip.com 
  
  
913/344-1079 
richard_johannes@urscorp.com 

Past Past President Mary West-Calcagno Jacobs 
501 N Broadway 
St. Louis, MO  63102-2121 

314/335-4511 
314/954-9357 cell 
mary.west@jacobs.com 
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Water For People (www.waterforpeople.org) was honored to receive the coveted four-
star Charity Navigator rating for the eighth consecutive year signifying the company’s 
achievements in fiscal management and organizational efficiency, transparency, and 
accountability. Charity Navigator, America’s leading independent charity evaluator, 
rates over 5,500 of the nation’s charitable organizations.  
 
“Only 1% of the charities we rate have received at least eight consecutive four-star 
evaluations, indicating that Water For People consistently executes its mission in a fis-
cally responsible way, and outperforms most other charities in America,” explains Ken 
Berger, President and CEO of Charity Navigator. “This 
‘exceptional’ designation from Charity Navigator differen-
tiates Water For People from its peers and demonstrates to 

the public it is worthy of their trust.” 
 
“It is an honor to be recognized in the top 1% of charities nationwide, and we thank 
Charity Navigator for their thorough analysis of the nonprofit landscape,” said Ned 
Breslin, CEO of Water For People. “New technologies such as FLOW support our 
commitment to organizational and project transparency and provide our supporters 
with a clear picture of their money at work, and our unique monitoring system ensures 
that investments last for many years to come. We will continue to uphold the highest 
standards as we address the tough questions in the field, examine what is working 
and what is not, and work toward a world where everyone has access to clean drink-
ing water and sanitation.” 

 

Water for People Rated in Top 1% of Nonprofits 
by Charity Navigator 

http://www.waterforpeople.org/�
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