Current

A Publication of the Missouri Water Environment Association

Fall 2011
Vol. 52 No. 2

Matt Bond Becomes President of WEF
Rises to the top of the Sludge Pile

In this Issue
3

President’s Message

4

Fall Technical Conference Preview

6

Annual Meeting Call for Papers

7

Award Nominations Requested

20

MWEA Committees Restructured

23

Collections Systems Committee Outreach a Success

24		WEF Collections Systems Conference Coming to St. Louis
25

Plant Managers Committee Activities

31

Watershed Protection Article

35

WEF Constitution and Bylaw Changes Proposed

36

Executive Committee and Committee Chairs

39

Odds and Ends

Notes from the Editor:

Current

Missouri Water Environment Assoc.
Articles and information published in the
MWEA Current are for your information
only and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Editor or the Association.
For comments, inquiries, or other information concerning this issue of the
MWEA Current, please contact the Editor:
Bob Campbell
Stantec
bob.campbell2@stantec.com
The Newsletter Committee is always
looking for articles of interest to our
members. If you have any suggestions or items of interest for future publications, please call any member of
the committee. Advertising inquiries
should be directed to Bob Welsch at
bob.welsch@stantec.com.
Bob Campbell, Editor
Jim Whelan, Designer
Bob Welsch, Advertising

Please note the deadlines for article
submittals:

This is the picture that we really wanted to use for our front
cover.

Issue
Winter ‘11

12/19/11

1/15/15

We continue to provide the “Current” in electronic format. If
you prefer to receive a hard copy, please send me an email
at Bob.Campbell2@Stantec.com and we will put you on the
mailing list to receive a hard copy.

Spring ‘12

4/16/12

5/4/12

Summer ‘12

9/1/12

9/22/12

Our cover is dedicated to “our own” Matt Bond who will
become WEF President in October. Many of you had the chance to visit with Matt
during our Annual Meeting in March. Congratulations Matt!
The Executive Committee, in conjunction with the Committee Chairs, have been
busy looking at the committee structure and how best to provide better services
to you. Likewise, the Association Committees continue to offer a smorgasbord
of training opportunities throughout the state. If you have a cool project, please
send in the Annual Meeting Call for Papers and share your experience with
your colleagues. If you are aware, or would like to be considered for one of the
association awards, please review the award criteria and submit.
We are always looking for interesting, topic articles to share with the membership.
If you have information to share, please email them to me for possible inclusion
in the next addition. Please do not embed photos into the articles, send them
separately as .jpg files and we will see they get added into the article.

Deadline

Publication

Change of Address Requests:
If you need to change your contact information to receive the Current, visit the
Water Environment Federation website
at www.wef.org. Once on this page,
select Membership & Careers, Membership Information, Renew or Modify Membership. You will need your WEF membership ID and password to modify your
profile. You may also call WEF Membership Services at 1-800-666-0206.

www.mwea.org

I would like to thank our previous contributors and encourage all to submit articles
to maintain the quality of our newsletter.
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President’s
Message
As the year proceeds and MWEA business
continues, I am glad to report that things
are running smoothly.
Many of you were able to attend the Nutrient
Conference in August of this year. This
conference was put on in conjunction with
the Missouri Public Utility Alliance (MPUA).
The conference was an outstanding
success. This was quite a feat considering
it was the first time MWEA had presented
this type of conference. It was so successful and place for MWEA to get together as
that there is a high probability you will see a an organization and relax. This year we
will still get together, but it will be slightly
similar conference in the future.
more formal. If you had not been made
Our volunteers are actively putting together, aware, Matt Bond, a member of MWEA
what is sure to be, an amazing annual and KWEA, is the incoming President for
conference. The “CALL FOR PAPERS” WEF at the national level. Matt invited
was just recently sent out. Be sure to anyone from our organization to come join
return these quickly if you are interested in him at the Incoming President’s Reception.
presenting a technical paper at the annual This event will be held in Salon A of the
conference. In the past few years we have Platinum Ballroom at the JW Marriott at LA
received significantly more submissions Live. If you plan on attending, please send
than there is room for presenters. At last an RSVP to jclarke@hydro-kinetics.com to
year’s conference we also had a record be put on the list at the door. The event will
number of exhibitors. Hopefully we will see be on Monday, October 17th, 2011 from
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM. Make sure to wear
just as many this year.
In the coming month WEFTEC will be upon your WEFTEC badge to the event in order
us. As we leave the Midwest, to head to to distinguish yourself as part of the WEF
Los Angeles, California, we go in hopes of organization.
learning new things professionally and to
Again, thanks so much for the opportunity to
help improve our state organization.
lead the MWEA organization as president.
2011 will be slightly different than in Feel free to contact me anytime at
previous years at WEFTEC. In the past jclarke@hydro-kinetics.com.
we have always had a scheduled time
www.mwea.org
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MISSOURI WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION
15th Annual Fall Technical Conference
Wednesday, November 2, 2011
Stoney Creek Inn - Columbia, Missouri

Registration

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM

Advanced Wastewater Treatment
Technology and Approaches

Collection Systems
Historical Review of Sewers From Around the World

Energy Reduction Through Turbo Blower and Ultra Fine
Bubbler Diffuser Technologies

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM

9:15 AM - 10:00 AM

Presenter: Charles Raab, Trekk Design K.C. Mo.
History of Sewers and Wastewater Treatment in
Kansas City and St. Louis

Presenter: Jeremy Lay, JTL Engineering, STL
Substantiated Savings: The Untold Story of Turbo
Compressor Performance Verification

Presenter: Alan J. Callier, Donohue & Assoc. STL.

Presenter: Jamie Nelson

BREAK

10AM - 10:15 AM

Collection System - I/I and CSO Reduction

Biosolids

Measurement & Remediation

WEF / National Biosolids Partnership

10:15 AM - 11:00 AM
Presenter: Roxann Slater, ADS Environmental
Trenchless Collection System Pipeline Renewal

Presenter: Peter Mancho, WEF, Seattle, Wa.
Fecal Testing on Biosolids by Membrane Filtration

11:00 AM - 11:45 AM
Presenter: Charlie Kuhnmuench, SAK Const.

Presenter: Wendy Dalton, Wentzville, Mo.

LUNCH

11:45 AM - 1:00 PM

Collection System - Planning and
Operations

Biosolids / Nutrient Removal

Pump Station Maintenance

SSI Greenhouse Gasses From a Triple Bottom Line
Approach

1:00 PM - 1:45 PM

1:45 PM - 2:30 PM

Presenter: Adirian Pulido, Smith & Loveless
Presenter: Bently Green, Black & Veatch
TOP: Technology - Operation - Process Engineering
A Pahsed Start Up of the City of Kelowna, B.C.
Biological Nutrient Removal Facility Expansion
Presenter: Leroy Kendricks, Woodard & Curran

BREAK

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM

2:45 PM - 3:30 PM

Presenter: Bob Campbell, Stantec

Energy Optimization

Potpourrri

Water and Wastewater Treatment Plant Energy
Conservation

Softer Side of Playing Softball

Presenter: Angela Hedgecock, Siemens
Variable Frequency Drives for Lift Station Applications

Presenter: Mary West, Jacobs Engineering, STL
State & Federal Water Quality Regulatory Changes:
How Will These Affect Muncipalities and Industries

3:30 PM - 4:15 PM
Presenter: Mark "Sparky"Price, Electrical Controls

4:15 PM - 4:30 PM
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Presenter: Tom Walace, GeoSyntec Consultants

MDNR Rosters
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MISSOURI WATER
ENVIRONMENT
ASSOCIATION

Fall Technical
Conference
Wednesday
November 2, 2011

Stoney Creek Inn
2601 S. Providence Rd.
Columbia, MO 65203
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Fall Technical Conference

Wednesday, November 2, 2011

Stoney Creek Inn
2601 S. Providence Rd.
Columbia, MO 65203
Name: _________________________
Company: ______________________
______________________________
Address:________________________
______________________________
Phone: _________________________
Email:__________________________
WEF Number:___________________

_____$ 40.00 WEF Members (Includes lunch)
_____$ 80.00 Non-Members (Includes lunch)

Visit www.WEF.org or call 1-800-666-0206
to join now!

Make check payable to: MWEA
Mail registration form and check to:

Or Fax Form To: 314-638-5301

Becca Coyle
201 Hoffmeister Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63125
(314) 638-5080 rjcoyle@stlmsd.com

Registration form must be received by: Oct. 26, 2011

Only MasterCard or VISA Accepted

** No refunds will be made after the registration deadline **

Number____________________________________

Expiration Date______________________________

Name on Card_______________________________

Signature___________________________________

Billing Address______________________________
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NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE
ST. LOUIS, MO
PERMIT #5452

PAID

MISSOURI WATER
ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION
320 East McCarty Street
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Call for Papers
Joint Meeting of the Missouri Water Environment Association
and the Missouri Section of the American Water Works Association
March 25-28, 2012
Tan-Tar-A, Osage Beach, Missouri
The Joint MWEA/MOAWWA Program Committee is developing the program for the Annual Meeting.
Submissions are welcomed on any subject pertinent to water environment or drinking water issues but are
specifically solicited for the following areas:














Wastewater Issues
Biological and Advanced Treatment

Biosolids, Residuals & Land Application 
Nutrient Control

Odor Control/VOCs

Industrial Waste Systems

Small Systems

Collection Systems/CSOs and SSOs

Joint Issues
Water Resources/Water Reuse

Regulatory Issues

Laboratory Issues

Management/Operations

Security/Emergency Response

Instrumentation/Monitoring


Drinking Water Issues
Source Water Protection
Water Utility Management
Distribution Systems
Filtration/Membrane Systems
Advanced Treatment Technologies
Residuals Management
Water Conservation/Revenue Impacts
Public Relations and Education
Project Delivery, Financing, Management
Automation/Control Systems
Customer Service
Disinfection
New Technologies

Early submittals would be appreciated but the absolute deadline for consideration is Friday, October
28, 2011. This form is available at www.awwa-mo.org and at www.mwea.org. Please complete the
following. Include a bio and a brief abstract or description of your presentation to:
MOAWWA:
MWEA:
Matt McLaughlin
Phone: 816-325-7695
PhilipWalsack
Phone: 573-445-3279
Independence Water
Fax: 816-325-7656
MPUA
Fax:
573-445-0680
11610 E. Truman Rd.
1808 I-70 Drive SW
Independence, MO 64050
Columbia, MO 65203
e-mail: mmclaughlin@indepmo.org
e-mail: pwalsack@mpua.org

Name:_____________________________Phone/Fax:_______________Email:____ ____________
Title/Job Function:__________________________Member of AWWA, WEF or MWEA?___________
Business Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address:

______________________________________________________________________

Title of Presentation: __________________________________________________________________
Subject Matter:_______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
The MWEA/MOAWWA will only provide the following AV Equipment: Overhead or computer LCD projectors.
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MWEA and WEF Awards
Each year, MWEA honors many of its members for
exemplary service in pursuit of environmental excellence.
If you know of someone, or would like to be considered
for an award, please use the nomination forms attached,
or contact the committee chair for additional information.
The Arthur Sidney Bedell Award
The Bedell Award acknowledges extraordinary personal
service to the Member Association of the Federation. Each
Federation Member Association is privileged to name one
of its members to receive this award, which may be based
on organizational leadership, administrative service,
membership activity, stimulation of technical functions or
similar participation. The frequency of nomination for the
Association is determined by the number of members in
the Association. An appropriate certificate or plaque shall
be presented to the awardee at the Association Annual
Meeting following Federation Board of Control approval.
Contact Person: Jeff Clarke - jclarke@hydro-kinetics.
com
The William D. Hatfield Award
The Hatfield Award recognizes outstanding wastewater
treatment plant operation in Member Associations of
the Federation. Each Federation Member Association
is privileged to name one of its members to receive this
award. The frequency of nomination for the Association is
determined by the number of members in the Association.
An appropriate certificate or plaque shall be presented to
the awardee at the Association Annual Meeting following
Federation Board of Control approval.
Contact Person: Kent Spainhour - Kent.spainhout@
yahoo.com

bestowed upon only a select few. It is presented based
on continued and active participation throughout their
membership of twenty or more years, being involved in
numerous leadership roles, above and beyond the norm.
The member must have been a mentor to young members
and leaders, having provided meritorious service and
dedication to the profession.
Contact Person: Jeff Clarke - jclarke@hydro-kinetics.
com
Operator of the Year and Plant of the Year
MWEA honors operators and treatment plants for
outstanding performance.
Contact Person:
Al Callier - acallier@donohueassociates.com
Safety Awards
MWEA Honors facilities for excellent safety records.
These awards are based on actual accidents and lost
time experienced by each Facility or Collection System.
There are four awards, Collection Systems of 10 or
less Employees, Collection Systems with 11 or more
Employees, Treatment Facilities of 10 or less Employees,
and Treatment Facilities of 11 or more Employees. All data
on the application form is to be from Calendar Year 2011.
The four awards are for the 2011 Year. Applications with
less than 12 months data will not be accepted. Collection
System Applications must be submitted on a separate
form from the Treatment Facility.
Contact Person: Craig Rippey - crippey@ci.st-joseph.

The George W. Burke, Jr. Award
The Burke Award encourages an active and effective
safety program in municipal and industrial wastewater
facilities, and to stimulate the collecting and reporting of
injury data. Each Member Association of the Federation
is privileged to name one of its wastewater facilities
to receive this award, which is based on the review of
the facility’s safety program and safety record for the
preceding calendar year. The frequency of nomination for
the Association is determined by the number of members
in the Association. A certificate is presented to the awardee
at the Association Annual Meeting following Federation
approval. The deadline for submittal is October 7, 2011.
Contact Person: : Craig Rippey - crippey@ci.st-joseph.
mo.us
Golden Fleece Award
In Greek mythology, the Golden Fleece was the coat from
a magical ram considered the ultimate prize or treasure.
The MWEA considers this award the ultimate honor
www.mwea.org
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mo.us
Golden Manhole Society
Each year at the Annual meeting of the Missouri Water
Environment Association individuals, both Field and
Management personnel, will be inducted into the GOLDEN
MANHOLE SOCIETY in recognition of their contributions
to Collection Systems Operations and Maintenance
activities.
Contact Person: Roxann Slater- RSlater@idexcorp.com
Biosolids Awards
This award recognizes those treatment plants that have
made significant strides in their Biosolids program by
the development and implementation of cost-effective,
environmentally safe and publicly acceptable Biosolids
practices.
Contact Person: Scott Foley - - sfoley@springfieldmo.
gov
Ron F. Layton Scholarship Award
Scholarships from MWEA are intended to recognize and
enhance students’ interest in wastewater/water treatment
and the environment. The committee is looking for wellrounded students who are involved in extracurricular
activities, take leadership roles in organizations, and
have a good scholastic record. Foremost, the selection
committee is looking for students who will pursue a
career leading to membership in WEF and MWEA. To be
Eligible you must be attending a Missouri based College
or technical school, be enrolled in an Undergraduate or
Graduate program and pursuing a degree in engineering,
or a degree or technical program related to the environment
or wastewater treatment. The panel judging applications
review on the basis of (i) demonstrated passion for water
and the environment, and ambition post-graduation,
for a wastewater/environmental career, (ii) academic
record, (iii) extracurricular activities, iv) Public Service/
Volunteerism and, v) Awards, Honors and Leadership
positions in organizations.
Contact Person: Jeff Gratzer – jeff.gratzer@jacobs.com

year the industry was not in significant noncompliance.
No serious deficiencies in safety related matters were
noted during the most recent pretreatment inspection of
the facility.
Additional Requirements for Silver Awards: During
the past calendar year the industry may have been
in infrequent noncompliance with permit limits using
EPA’s definition of infrequent noncompliance, but with
only minor exceedances (less than 20% above permit
limit). During the past calendar year the industry may
have infrequently submitted late reports to the POTW but
was not in significant noncompliance with any reporting
requirements. (Complete reports were submitted, none
more than 30 days after the due date.)
Additional Requirements for Gold Awards: During the
past calendar year the industry was in 100% compliance
with all pollutant limitations and other permit requirements.
During the past calendar year the industry was in 100%
compliance with all reporting requirements, submitting
complete reports to the POTW by the due date.
Contact Person: Bill McAllister - bmcallister@burnsmcd.
com

Public Officials Award
The Public Officials Award is presented to an elected or
appointed public official that has made a documented,
significant contribution in the areas of clean water
legislation, public policy, government service, or another
area of public prominence that resulted in improvements
to the water environment in the State of Missouri.
Contact Person: Waldo Margheim - wmargheim@
gbateam.com
Industrial Pretreatment Awards
Criteria for All Awards include - The industry has some
sort of pretreatment or pollution prevention in place.
The industry has a history of a cooperative working
relationship with the POTW. During the past calendar
8 Current Fall 2011
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Burke Safety Award Application
1.

2.

3.

Describe your facilities Safety Committee functions, activities, and composition.
(Maximum Score – 5 points)
List the committee members and their job titles.
Meeting Frequency
Document the support of management for your Safety Program (Maximum Score – 10 points)
For this item please explain how management has supported your Safety Program through the purchase
of Safety Equipment, resources to provide training and other provisions from management to encourage
job safety. Also please have a letter o Safety commitment submitted by management which describes
how management supports Safety activities. This letter may be written by the Mayor, Director of Public
Works, Plant Manager or Utilities Superintendent. This letter MUST accompany your Application.
Safety Promotion (Maximum score – 10 points)
Describe how your facility promotes safety, for example, posters, contests, incentives, programs, awards,

etc.
4.

Safety Training (Maximum score – 20 points)
Training Topic
Date & Hours of Training
Number of Employees Attending
5.
Safety Rules (Maximum score – 15 points)
Describe what safety rules you have, how employees are informed of the rules, and how the rules are
enforced.
6.
Safety Reporting (Maximum score – 15 points)
Describe how you report accidents, investigate accidents, and what you do with the results of accident
reports/investigations.
7.
New Safety Ideas (Maximum score – 25 points)
What new feature was added to your Safety Program during the 2010 Calendar year? Provide
documentation to substantiate what has been initiated during this year (2010). You may use up to 5
pages for answering this question.
These are the guidelines for applying for the Burke Safety Award. Submission may be made several ways, by
E- mail to crippey@ci.st-joseph.mo.us , by faxing the application to Craig Rippey at (816) 271-4871, or by mailing
to Craig Rippey, % Water Protection, 3500 State Route
759, St. Joseph, Mo. 64504. Questions may be phoned
to (816) 271-4698 or e-mailed to crippey@ci.st-joseph.
mo.us . Mailings will go out soon with this information.
If your facility does not receive a hard copy of this
application, please let me know so that I can get your
facility on my master mailing list or correct the address.
Craig Rippey
Safety Security, and Occupational Health
(816) 271-4871
crippey@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

www.mwea.org
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MWEA INDUSTRIAL GOLD AND SILVER PRETREATMENT AWARDS
NOMINATION FORM
Industry Name:
If the facility name has changed since last nominated for an award, please also show (former name)

Address:

Telephone:
Award Class (Gold or Silver):
Industry Contact: (Mr/Ms)
Average Daily Flow (Regulated):
Type of Pretreatment:

POTW:
Comments:

Nominating Pretreatment Coordinator Name:
(please print or type)

Telephone:

Signature:

E-mail Address:
Please return this Nomination Form by February 15, 2012, to:
MWEA Industrial Waste Committee
c/o Bill McAllister, Project Manager
Burns & McDonnell
9400 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, Missouri 64114
(816) 822-3031
bmcallister@burnsmcd.com
10 Current Fall 2011
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PUBLIC OFFICIALS
AWARD
Call For Nominations
Deadline: October 24, 2011
The MWEA Government Affairs Committee is currently accepting nominations for the 2012
Public Officials Award. The Public Officials Award is presented to an elected or appointed
public official that has made a documented, significant contribution in the areas of clean
water legislation, public policy, government service, or another area of public
prominence that resulted in improvements to the water environment in the State of
Missouri. The award may be presented for public service at the local, state, or federal level.
The Public Officials Award recipient will be recognized at the 2012 MWEA Annual Meeting to be
held March 25 - 28 at Tan-Tar-A in Osage Beach, Missouri. The award recipient will also
receive free registration and hotel accommodations for the annual meeting.
Nominee Name:
Nominee Address:

Nominee Phone No.:

Nominee Email Address:

Nominator Name:
Nominator Address:

Nominator Phone No.:

Nominator Email Address:

*Nomination Package must include:





Cover letter with listing of specific reasons for
the nomination that relates his/her work in
improving the water environment (two pages
maximum), signed by the nominator
This completed award nomination form
Nominee’s biographical information (one page)

Submit complete Nomination Package* to:
Waldo Margheim
GBA
9801 Renner Boulevard
Lenexa, Kansas 66219
wmargheim@gbateam.com

PUBLIC OFFICIALS AWARD
www.mwea.org
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2011 MWEA BIOSOLIDS AWARD
NOMINATION FORM
The MWEA Biosolids Committee is accepting nominations for the 2011 Biosolids awards.
This award recognizes those treatment plants that have made significant strides in their
Biosolids program by the development and implementation of cost-effective, environmentally
safe and publicly acceptable Biosolids practices.
If you work for, have done consulting work for or know of any treatment plants that you feel
are deserving of this award, please complete the nomination form and mail, fax or email it to:
Scott Foley – Biosolids Committee Chair
City of Springfield
3301 S. FF Highway
Springfield, MO. 65807
FAX: 417-891-1610
Email - sfoley@springfieldmo.gov

Forms must be returned by February 15, 2012
This award will be presented to both SMALL (less than 5 mgd) and LARGE (5 mgd or
greater) facilities at the annual meeting in March of 2012.
Plant design flow in MGD
Dry tons produced last calendar year. _______________________________________
Dry tons applied last calendar year. ________________________________________
How many acres of land are in your program? ________________________________
Method of record keeping. (Computer, paper, memory, etc.)_____________________
Any violations in last 5 years? (Circle one)

Y

N

Was the violation(s) related to your Biosolids program? (Circle one)

Y

N

What year did your Land Application Program start? __________________________
Has your facility received this award in the past 5 years? (Circle one)

Y

N

What method of Vector Attraction Treatment do you use? ______________________
Do you perform any community services such as facility tours, presentations at
schools, presentations for city, county or civic leaders, etc.? (Circle one)
Y N
Please attach a narrative describing your Biosolids Program. Elaborate on the points
above. Include: your programs history, future planning and appropriate pictures of
equipment if possible. More detail about your program is desirable.

12 Current Fall 2011
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MISSOURI WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION
GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY
Each year at the Annual meeting of the Missouri Water Environment Association individuals, both
Field and Management personnel, will be inducted into the GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY in
recognition of their contributions to Collection Systems Operations and Maintenance activities.
CRITERIA:
*
The nominee does not need to be a member of the MWEA.
*
The nominee’s contribution to Collection Systems activities must be documented.
SUBMIT:
*
Completed Nomination form.
*
A brief statement that documents the nominee’s contributions to Collection Systems
activities is required. Please refer to the “Supporting Material” sheet when preparing this
statement.
*
Send to:
GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY % Roxann Slater, Chairperson
ADS
9111 Allman Road
Lenexa, KS 66219
(913) 660-3888
RSlater@idexcorp.com

NOMINATIONS ACCEPTED FROM:
*
Anyone.
NOMINATION TIMING:
*
Nominations, including the required supporting material, must be received by the
Chairperson of the GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY by December 1 2012.
SELECTION:
*
The recipients are selected by the GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NOMINATION FORM
Nominee’s Name:
Nominee’s Employer:
Employer’s Address:
Employer’s Phone Number:
Submitted by:
Address:

Phone Number:

www.mwea.org
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SUPPORTING MATERIAL
Please use the following examples of activities and achievements as a guide and provide any information for the
Nominee that would support their selection to the GOLDEN MANHOLE SOCIETY. (Any single example may
support selection):
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Years of experience in Collection Systems, include job duties/responsibilities.
Promoting Collection Systems safety.
Outstanding efforts maintaining Collection Systems.
Innovative modifications to equipment.
Innovative solutions to problems.
Promoting Collection Systems training.
Significant accomplishments.
Involvement in community activities or public relations.
Presentations and/or participation at conferences.
Involvement in promoting the professional recognition of the Collection Systems field.
Membership and participation in professional organizations.
Performance “beyond the call of duty”.
Any other reason why the Nominee deserves recognition.

14 Current Fall 2011
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SAFETY SURVEY
Contact:
Craig Rippey
Safety Security, and
Occupational Health
(816) 271-4871
crippey@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

MWEA SAFETY SURVEY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011

SECTION A.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Name Of Organization ________________________________________________
Mailing Address _____________________________________________________
_____________________________________ZIP CODE ____________________
Person Completing this form______________________ Phone ________________
Title: ________________________________________ Date _________________

SECTION B.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
8.

General Information for All Applicants

Safety and Accident Data

Number of employees including
Supervisors
Total man-hours worked
Total number of injuries on the job
Number of injuries from #3 requiring
first aid only (minor injuries)
Number of injuries from #3 requiring
medical assistance, but not resulting in a
full lost work day (8 hours)
Total number of injuries from #3 which
involved one or more full lost work days
(8 hours)
Total number of full days lost to work
injuries (8 hours)
Number of Fatal Accidents

www.mwea.org

Wastewater
Collection
System

Wastewater
Treatment
System

__________
__________
__________

__________
__________
__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________

__________
__________

__________
__________
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SECTION C.

1..
2..
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Data on Wastewater System

Average daily flow (million gallons)
Population Served (estimate)
Miles of sewer maintained (estimate)
Number of manholes (estimate)
Do you have a formal safety program
(i.e. designated safety coordinator,
training materials, tailgate talks,
seminars, management involvement,
etc.)
How many injuries (from Sec. B. #3)
occurred to employees with wastewater
or collection system certification?
How many employees are members of
MWEA

Wastewater
Collection
System

Wastewater
Treatment
System

__________
__________
__________
__________

__________
__________
__________
__________

Yes

Yes

No

No

(#certified)
__________

(#certified)
__________

__________

__________

Treatment Facilities Only:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name and Address of Facility:
______________________________________
Location of treatment Facility:
______________________________________
Facility NPDES Permit Number: ______________________________________
Check Applicable Process Elements:
Lagoon
________ Land Application
________
Aerated Lagoon
________ Trickling Filter
________
Raw Sewage Pumps
________ Activated Sludge
________
Screens
________ Aerobic Digestion
________
Comminutors, grinders
________ Anaerobic Digestion
________
Grit Removal
________ Chemical Treatment
________
Primary Treatment
________ Vacuum Filters
________
RBC’s
________ Filter Press
________
Incineration
________ Belt Press
________
Pure Oxygen Generation
________
________
Sand Filters
________ Effluent Pumping
________
Sludge Thickeners
________ Drying Beds
________

List other process elements Here: ____________________________________________
(such as Class A Biosolids generation, etc.)

16 Current Fall 2011
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SECTION D.

Disabling Injuries

Indicate the total number of work related ( lost time ,8 hour day) accidents. The total of
A thru Q should equal the number reported in Section B., question #6.
1.

Type of Injury _______A.
_______B.

2.. Causes of
Injury

www.mwea.org

Wound (concussion, abrasion, incision, laceration)
Contusion (mashed, bruised)

_______C.
_______D.
_______E.
_______F.
_______G.
_______H.
_______I.
_______J.
_______K.
_______L.
_______M.
_______N.
_______O.
_______P.
_______Q.

Sprain
Strain (muscular)
Hernia
Fracture
Amputation
Fumes and gases
Burn or scald
Foreign body, imbedded
Foreign body, loose
Flash burn – electric
Flash burn – welding
Shock – electric
poison ivy, oak, etc.
Multiple injuries
Not elsewhere classified. Specify ____________

_______A.
_______B.

Striking against
Struck by

_______C.
_______D.
_______E.
_______F.
_______G.
_______H.
_______I.
_______J.
_______K.
_______L.
_______M.

Caught in, on or between
Fall on same level
Fall to different level
Bodily reaction or slips
Overexertion
Exposure to temperature extremes
Inhalation, absorption, ingestion
Electric flash
Electric contact
Not elsewhere classified. Specify____________
Hazardous arrangement. Specify ____________
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3.

Site Location

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.
L.
M.

_____ N.
_____ O.
_____ P.

4.

Preliminary treatment (screen, grit removal, comminution) etc.
Tanks or settling basins/pit ponds
Chemical disinfection equipment
Sludge handling equipment (incinerator, digester, etc.)
Manholes (in and around, including traffic site)
Pump stations, wet or dry wells
Pipes, valves, overhead fixtures, and similar equipment
Electrical equipment (motors, generators, junction boxes etc.)
Walkways
Laboratory
Off sites work-related injury (excavation, construction, service call)
Internal housekeeping/maintenance (painting, washing down walls)
External housekeeping/maintenance (moving objects, washing equipment,
spraying)
Motor vehicle (in and around)
Maintenance shop/yard (welding, lathes, milling machines, equipment
repair)
Other – Specify ______________________________________________
Part of Body Injury

_____A.
_____B.
_____C.
_____D.
_____E.
_____F.
_____G.
_____H.
5.

Head, face
Eyes
Neck
Back
Trunk
Internal
Arms
Hands

_____I.
_____J.
_____K.
_____L.
_____M.
_____N.
_____O.

Fingers
Legs
Ankle
Foot (Feet)
Toes
Multiple parts
Not elsewhere classified ____________

Injured Employees Work Experience (number of injuries based on
employee wastewater work experience)
_____A.
_____B.
_____C.

Less than 2 years
>2-5 years
>5-10 years

_____D.
_____E.

>10-15 years
>15 years

Number of inquiries in each time category
18 Current Fall 2011
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Ron Layton Scholarship Applications Being Accepted
Scholarships from MWEA are intended to recognize and enhance students’ interest in wastewater/water treatment
and the environment. The committee is looking for well-rounded students who are involved in extracurricular
activities, take leadership roles in organizations, and have a good scholastic record. Foremost, the selection
committee is looking for students who will pursue a career leading to membership in WEF and MWEA. To be
Eligible you must be attending a Missouri based College or technical school, be enrolled in an Undergraduate
or Graduate program and pursuing a degree in engineering, or a degree or technical program related to the
environment or wastewater treatment. The panel judging applications review on the basis of (i) demonstrated
passion for water and the environment, and ambition post-graduation, for a wastewater/environmental career,
(ii) academic record, (iii) extracurricular activities, iv) Public Service/Volunteerism and, v) Awards, Honors and
Leadership positions in organizations.
In general the panel will look most favorably on applications that demonstrate an overall interest in a career in
the wastewater engineering or environmental field. MWEA is investing in students in the hopes of developing
future members of WEF who will join our profession and support MWEA and WEF with their talent and time after
graduating. Applications for the 2012 Ronald Layton Student Scholarships are being accepted.
Application form can be found at: http://www.mwea.org/ under Downloads, Printable forms
Return the form to:
Jeff Gratzer – Jacobs, 501 N Broadway, St Louis, MO 63102
jeff.gratzer@jacobs.com
phone – 314.335.4602
fax – 314.335.5141
by 5:00 pm January 31, 2012

www.mwea.org
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Missouri Water Environment Association
Committee Synopsis
1.

AUDIT COMMITTEE
Examine the Association’s financial records for past year to determine if they are prepared according to
generally accepted auditing standards and in conformity with generally accepted accounting principals.
2.
AWARDS COMMITTEE
Secure nominations for specific awards to recognize outstanding contributions in the field of wastewater
treatment and select recipient of each plant and operator award utilizing approved criteria.
3.
BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE
To monitor federal, state, and local regulations pertaining to handling and disposing of residual materials from
wastewater treatment. Develop informational seminars on biosolids for members and the General public.
4.
COLLECTION SYSTEM COMMITTEE
Conduct evaluations and disseminate information concerning needed improvements in the field of wastewater
collection to include inspection requirements for new construction, inflow/infiltration evaluation techniques,
and sewer maintenance equipment and product advancements.
5.
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Stimulate interest in the Association by timely dissemination of information and publicizing programs and
activities plus educate the public concerning current pollution control issues.
6.
EQUIPMENT O&M COMMITTEE
To provide an opportunity for operators, collection system personnel, engineers, and vendors to experience
the best available technology in equipment and its proper use.
7.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The members off this committee are the Officers of the Association as prescribed in the Association Constitution.
8.
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Review and analyze State and Federal legislation, regulatory policies, and proposed regulations which impact
water pollution control and recommend action or positions consistent with Association policies and objectives.
9.
HISTORIAN
To monitor the Constitution and Bylaws, Policy & Procedures and Association activities to ensure the
Association is acting within the Constitution and Bylaws and recommend needed changes to same. To record
and preserve Association History by maintaining a permanent archive of the Association.
10.
INDUSTRIAL WASTE COMMITTEE
Stimulate industrial interest and participation in Association activities and emphasize the need and concerns
of the industrial community with respect to water pollution control.
11.
LABORATORY PRACTICES COMMITTEE
The Laboratory Practices Committee was formed in 1993 in order to identify the needs and foster a network
of resources for laboratory professionals in the state. The committee strives, through increased training,
education, and voluntary analyst certification, to elevate the professional status of wastewater laboratory
personnel.
12.
LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE
Secure meeting facilities and rooms, plan meal functions, provide audio-visual equipment, support Spouses’
Program, and fulfill other Association needs for the Annual meeting.
13.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Stimulate public interest in the Association’s programs and activities to enhance individual and organizational
membership, recommend activities to promote membership, and encourage individual members to actively
participate in Association committee work.
14.
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
To develop, produce and disseminate a periodic newsletter and maintain an Internet Web site that informs the
membership of the activities of the Missouri Water Environment Association and of items of interest related to
the water environment profession.
15.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Report at least 120 days before the annual meeting to the Executive Committee recommending at least one
(1) name for each elective office about to become vacant.
16.
OPERATOR ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
Determine how best to serve the needs of waste treatment plant operators, find ways to enhance operator
20 Current Fall 2011
www.mwea.org

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

active participation in Association functions, and promote cooperative exchanges between operators and other
Association members in training program, licensing programs, and seminars.
PLANT MANAGERS COMMITTEE
To provide forum for the exchange of information and experience among plant managers and other interested
individuals to advance and improve the operation and management for the treatment or reclamation of
wastewater.
PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Develop meaningful and stimulating program for the Annual Meeting, solicit papers on current topics, obtain
effective speakers, and provide for qualified individuals to preside over various program sessions.
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Stimulate interest in the Association by timely dissemination of information and publicizing programs and
activities plus educate the public concerning current pollution control issues.
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE
Handle registration for the Fall Technical Workshops and of the Annual Meeting. To provide assistance at the
registration table and answer questions.
SAFETY, SECURITY AND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
Stimulate an interest in and an awareness of safety in the Association membership and the community through
publications, seminars and other safety oriented activities.
SMALL FLOWS COMMITTEE
To provide information and support for new technologies in the treatment of wastewater for small decentralized
facilities.
STORMWATER COMMITTEE
To stay abreast of the development and implementation of Missouri storm water issues. To work towards
clarification and understanding between State/Federal regulators and stakeholders, the development and
implementation of technologies and practices which work towards compliance and improvements in storm
water quality.
STUDENT ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
Stimulate interest and participation in Association activities and programs within the student community by
encouraging presentation of technical papers, promoting active participation in committee work, promoting
attendance at Association functions and recommending other student related activities.
TELLERS COMMITTEE
Receive membership votes for elective office, tally and report the tabulation of votes to the Executive Committee
at its meeting held on the day preceding the Association Annual Meeting.
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Recommends, develops, and conducts activities to advance the understanding and use of watershed
management to more effectively preserve and enhance the state’s water environment.
WEBSITE
To develop and maintain an Internet Web site that informs the membership of the activities of the Missouri
Water Environment Association and of items of interest related to the water environment profession.
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
The YP Committee strives to stimulate interest in the Associations and the program activities among Young
Professionals. The Committee’s goals are consistent with the Association’s objectives and provide a forum
that encourages involvement of college students and water quality professionals under 35 years of age or with
less than 10 years of industry experience.

www.mwea.org
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Missouri Water Environment Association - MWEA
KNOWLEDGE COMMITTEES

DELIVERY COMMITTEES

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEES

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES

Committees responsible for and
Committees dedicated to advancement of
the various facets of the water environment assisting in providing services
to MWEA's membership and
profession.
other industry professionals.

Committees interfacing with
segments of the population
targeted for communication
about the importance of
water environment
initiatives and profession.

Committees assisting in the governance of
MWEA communicating directly with the Board
of Directors.

Committee Contact - Past-President

Committee Contact - Sr.
Delegate
Education

Committee Contact - Jr. Delegate

Biosolids Management

Committee Contact - Past-Past
President
Awards

Audit

Collection Systems

Local Arrangements

Government Affairs

Historian

Industrial Wastewater

Newsletter

Public Relations

Membership

Laboratory Practices

Program

SSSSS

Nominating

Plant Operators

Registration

Student Activities

Tellers

Plant Managers

Website

Young Professionals

Safety Security and Occupational Health

Water For People

Small Flows
Storm Water & Watershed Management
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Collections Systems Outreach in Ste. Genevieve is an
Overwhelming Success
Thanks to Terry Adams and Roxanne Slater for organizing, Beeca Coyle and Wayne Humes
for registration and Bob Campbell, Mark Young, Chris Skekan, Diane Fink, Mike Fitzhenry, Dan
Scherer, and Jon Murray for presenting.

www.mwea.org
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WEF Collections Systems Conference Coming to
St. Louis, June 3-6, 2011 - Mark Your Calendar
The MWEA Collection Systems Committee would like everyone please note on your calendars
to attend the WEF Collection Systems 2012 conference.
The theme for the conference is "Show Me the Green: Confluence of Planning, Implementation,
and Regulations". The conference is being held June 3rd thru 6th in St Louis, Mo. Please see
either MWEA's or WEF's website (www.wef.org/CollectionSystems) for further information.
The abstract topics are: Green Infrastructure and Combined Sewer Overflow Volume
Reduction, Show Me the Money, Consent Decree 101, Program Planning, Asset Management,
Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Study, Sanitary Sewer Overflow/Combined Sewer Overflow Parts
I & II, Private and Public Inflow/Infiltration, Regulatory, and Private Property and Public
Outreach Issues.
Two of the technical sessions will involve papers and presentations from a regional perspective
and from the Metropolitan St Louis Sewer District efforts in their collection systems. We are
planning 2 tours, one tour will take the attendee to see a Inflow/Infiltration investigations
involving office set up to smoke testing, dye water flooding, CCTV investigation, a private and
public I/I project and a green infrastructure project. This is meant to show a beginning to end cycle of identifying, finding and
fixing an excessive I/I problem. The second tour will be to visit the St Louis MSD's first Sanitary Storage Facility.
A social event and golf outing is being planned as well with details to follow once the plans have been finalized.
We hope to exceed past WEF conference attendance so please plan on attending this exciting and highly educational
conference.
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Plant Managers Committee Plots Course for Regional Meetings
By : Mark Pearson

A major goal of the Plant Managers Committee is to
organize networking meetings around the state to improve
communications between Plant Managers and provide a
vehicle for collaboration on important issues that face the
members. In order to facilitate the networking goal, the
committee has developed draft regions around the State of
Missouri starting with the MoDNR regions and making a few
modifications considering ease of transportation between
the cities and travel time. These regions are shown in the
pages that follow. We have highlighted the communities that
MoDNR has reported discharge more than 1 mgd just to get
an idea of where our participants are likely to reside. We ask
that you look for your community on the maps and help us
envision how to best network these Plant Managers.
To further facilitate this networking, the committee has
developed the following tools:
1.
A directory of all the plants at or above 1 mgd capacity
for each region with contact information.
2.
A networking site where Plant Managers can network
via the internet/e-mail messages on issues facing them and
get feedback on these issues from their colleagues.

KC Region Plant Managers meet on September 14 to
network and plan site visits in the KC Area

Meetings have been going on throughout 2011 in Kansas
City and Saint Louis. Some of the topics of discussion among
participants this year have included discussions regarding
how each of the communities is handling incorporation of
disinfection in their plants; expected impacts of floodwaters;
permit cycles and sampling protocols required by new
permits. Kansas City has opened their onsite training to other
cities when they call and reserve a spot. The networking site
has resulted in discussions on operational issues that the
members face.
St. Louis Plant Managers Network over lunch in
We ask that you join the Plant Managers committee as a
September
way of improving the professionalism of your career and your
staff. The networking can help you find how other cities have
managed the challenges they face as a means of improving
your knowledge base and the resources needed to perform your duties better. Send an e-mail to Mark Pearson
or Jeff Shook at the following addresses and join today. You will be glad you did. Once you give us your name,
you will be added as a user of our on-line networking group. Let us know if you would be willing to host a local
section meeting or if you are interested in attending a local meeting and let us know what the best meeting
times are. We thank you for your support.

mark.pearson@aecom.com – (816) 502-9420 x 4986
shook@lbvsd.org - (816) 285-1522

www.mwea.org
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The Kansas City Region of the Plant Managers Committee is shown above. The WWTPs with flow at or above
approximately 1 mgd are shown in yellow. Blue lines represent possible subdivision lines for the following subregions. The areas are grouped around corridors that would hopefully make travel time reasonable for a noon
hour networking meeting.
North – Saint Joseph Area		
SE – Warrensburg Area		

Central – Kansas City Metro
SW – Harrisonville Area

A meeting is scheduled for the Central area November 9th after which a 2012 calendar will be developed. A goal
for the 2012 will be to schedule meetings in each sub-region.
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T he Northeast Region of the Plant Managers Committee is shown above. The WWTPs with flow at or above
approximately 1 mgd are shown in yellow. Blue lines represent possible subdivision lines for the following subregions. The areas are grouped around corridors that would hopefully make travel time reasonable for a noon
hour networking meeting.
Northwest – Chillothe		

Northeast – Macon/Hannibal 		

South – Columbia/Jefferson City

No networking meetings have been scheduled in the Northeast Region to date. Our goal is to have a meeting
in the South Sub-Region by November 2011 and in each of the two Sub-Regions in 2012.

27
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The Saint Louis Region of the Plant Managers Committee is shown above. The WWTPs with flow at or above
approximately 1 mgd are shown in yellow. Blue lines represent possible subdivision lines for the following subregions. The areas are grouped around corridors that would hopefully make travel time reasonable for a noon
hour networking meeting.
North – Saint Peters/O’Fallon		

West – Union 		

East – Saint Louis

A meeting is scheduled on November 16th in the East Sub-Region. Our goal is to have meetings scheduled in
all the Sub-Regions in 2012.
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The Southeast Region of the Plant Managers Committee is shown above. The WWTPs with flow at or above
approximately 1 mgd are shown in yellow. Blue lines represent possible subdivision lines for the following subregions. The areas are grouped around corridors that would hopefully make travel time reasonable for a noon hour
networking meeting.
Northwest – Rolla		
Southwest – West Plains

Northeast – Farmington/Cape Girardeau
Southeast – Popular Bluff/Sikeston

Our goal is to have one meeting scheduled in November 2012 in one of the Sub-Regions and have meetings in
each of the Sub-Regions during 2012.

www.mwea.org
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The Southwest Region of the Plant Managers Committee is shown above. The WWTPs with flow at or above
approximately 1 mgd are shown in yellow. Blue lines represent possible subdivision lines for the following subregions. The areas are grouped around corridors that would hopefully make travel time reasonable for a noon hour
networking meeting.
North – Lebanon		

West – Carthage

South – Springfield

Our goal is to have one meeting scheduled in November 2012 in one of the Sub-Regions and have meetings in each
of the Sub-Regions during 2012.
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Jackson’s Storm Water Utility Addresses Michigan’s Guidelines
By: Vic Cooperwasser, PE
Tetra Tech
Background
In 1972 Congress passed the Clean Water Act (CWA) in an attempt to eliminate pollution from the nation’s waters. To
monitor discharges into the waters, industries, treatment plants, and other “point” source dischargers had to apply for
a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit. The NPDES Permit required industries to follow
rules, regulations, and standards for controlling pollution in their discharge. In 1985, a review of the effectiveness
of the CWA showed that it had little effect on eliminating pollution. In 1987, Congress passed an amendment to the
CWA that required “non-point” sources, such as overland runoff from construction sites, parking lots, yards, rooftops,
and streets, to be regulated as well.
Many municipalities across the nation are now required to obtain a NPDES Permit and abide by rules, regulations,
and standards to monitor runoff that enters the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). As part of the NPDES
Permit, programs must be established for public education and outreach, public involvement and participation,
illicit discharge detection elimination, construction site runoff control, post-construction runoff control, and pollution
prevention and good housekeeping. Whereas the programs listed above are federally mandated, federal funding
is not available for implementation. Therefore, it is up to each individual municipality to secure funding, in the most
equitable way they see fit, to assure that all mandated rules and regulations are being met. However, in this time
of increasing demand for community services, combined with reductions in revenue, this is not an attractive option.
Communities need a means or mechanism to assess the cost of the storm water management program in a legal
and effective manner.
Solution:
Storm water utilities are the logical funding solution. Storm water utilities are an effective means to fund storm water
programs. They are no different in concept from water or sewer utilities that fund water and sewer expenses through
water and sewer rates. Simply put, storm water utilities are intended to recover the cost of storm water expenses
from the benefited population on a fair and equitable basis.
Over 1,000 storm water utilities have been implemented across the nation. As early as 1981, the American Public
Works Association declared:
“The user charge and the utility concept are the most dependable and equitable approaches available to local
governments for financing storm water management.”
The First Storm Water Utilities
In order to develop a more business-like approach to funding storm water management expenses by means of a
dedicated enterprise fund communities began to implement storm water utilities as follows:
• 1968: Aurora, CO
• 1974:
o Boulder, CO
o Denver, CO: Implemented, then rescinded after five months, payments refunded, re-implemented
• 1977:
o Bellevue, WA
o Corvallis, OR
o Portland, OR
• 1978: Billings, MO
• 1979: Tacoma, WA
• 1980: Fort Collins, CO
• 1981:
o Florence, SC
o Duval, WA
• 1982:
o San Jose, CA
o Austin, TX
www.mwea.org
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• 1984:

o Ann Arbor, MI

Michigan Storm Water Utilities
After Ann Arbor, the following Michigan storm water utilities were implemented:
• 1992: Harper Woods
• 1993:
o Adrian
o Saint Clair Shores
• 1994:
o Berkley
o Marquette
• 1995: Lansing (Rescinded)
• 1996: Brighton (On hold since 2004)
• 1997:
o Chelsea
o New Baltimore
The Bolt Opinion
In December 1998, in the case of Bolt v. City of Lansing, Michigan, the Michigan Supreme Court decided that the
Lansing storm water utility was a tax and not a valid user fee. The Bolt Opinion did not say that storm water utilities
are “illegal” in that it agreed with the following:
• “This is not to say that a city can never implement a storm water or sewer charge”
• “Where the charge for either storm or sanitary sewers reflects the actual costs of use…sewerage may
properly be viewed as a utility service for which usage-based charges are permissible…”
The Court created a three-part test to determine if a charge is a tax or a valid user fee. The Court said that to be valid
a user fee must:
1.
Serve a regulatory purpose rather than a revenue raising one
2.
Be proportional to the necessary cost of service
3.
Be voluntary – users must be able to refuse or limit use of the service
The City of Lansing subsequently rescinded its storm water fee. The steady increase in the number of Michigan storm
water utilities in the 1980s and 90s came to a halt after the Bolt Opinion came down. Michigan municipalities wanted
a “bright line” process that complied with Bolt and waited for a “someone else” to go first.
In February 2009 Michigan Senate Bill No. 256 was introduced by (former) Senator Patti Birkholz (currently Director
of the Office of the Great Lakes). This bill was developed over several years by many municipal officials, engineers
and lawyers to address the Bolt Opinion guidelines and serve as a roadmap on how to develop a “Bolt compliant”
stormwater utility. The bad news is that the bill died. The good news was that it gave municipalities the roadmap they
sought.
Jackson Steps Forward…Creates Storm Water Utility
Using Senate Bill No. 256 as a guide, the City of Jackson became the first Michigan municipality to implement a storm
water utility subsequent to the Bolt Opinion.
The City believed that funding to support storm water management by property taxes was inequitable because tax
exempt properties generate storm water but do not contribute revenue toward its management. This would be similar
to the City providing water and sanitary sewer services to tax exempt properties at no charge. Also, the assessed
value of a property which determines its property tax is not proportional to the property’s relative use of the City’s
storm water system. By creating a Storm Water Utility, the City established a major source of dedicated revenue which
supports storm water management through a fair and equitable billing system. It took nine months to create the storm
water utility as follows:
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Council initiated Feasibility Study

Aug 17, 2010

Feasibility Study presented to Council

September 28

Council initiated Implementation

September 28

Ordinance, First Reading

December 14

Ordinance, Second Reading (Adoption)

January 11, 2011

Credit manual complete

January 26

Parcel measurements complete

February

Public meeting with Chamber of Commerce

April 13

Initiate billing

April 26

Storm Water Utility Budget
The following table is a breakdown of the Storm Water Utility’s FY 2011 budget.
Drains at Large 		
$ 60,000
Storm Drain Construction
$ 24,400
Major Streets 			
$ 262,000
Forestry Leaf Mulching 		
$ 40,000
Local Streets			
$ 344,200
Billing
			
$ 42,300
TOTAL (rounded) 		
$773,000
Storm Water Utility User Fees
Jackson’s Storm Water Utility is self-supporting, just like the City’s water and sanitary sewer utilities. Revenue collected
from Storm Water Utility user fees goes solely for storm water management. These user fees pay for the operations,
maintenance, and capital improvements of the City’s storm water infrastructure. The Storm Water Utility also works to
solve drainage problems, prevent future problems, and repair, maintain, and enhance drainage facilities. In addition, the
storm water user fees cover the expenses to meet the City’s obligations under the NPDES Storm Water Regulations.
We all agree that residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and governmental customers should pay for their
water and wastewater service based on their relative use of these systems. The City decided that the most equitable
method to pay for storm water service is by each property’s relative use by analyzing the impervious and pervious
areas of each. That is, contributors to the storm water runoff pay their fair share according to the size of the property.
For billing efficiency, residential properties are billed a flat quarterly rate based on pervious and impervious
measurements of an average of residential properties. Under the City’s Storm Water Utility rate structure, residential
properties are billed $8.00 per quarter.
All non-residential properties are billed monthly based on a storm water user fee calculated specifically for their
properties based on the equivalent hydraulic area (EHA) of the properties. EHA is a method of measuring the impact
of a property on the City’s storm water system and is based on the combined impact of the pervious and impervious
areas of the property. The process for calculating the EHA units for non-residential properties is:
EHA Units = ((Impervious Area in Square Feet x 0.95) + (Pervious Area in Square Feet x 0.15))/2,125 Square Feet
The number of EHA units is then multiplied by $2.70 to provide the monthly storm water user fee.
www.mwea.org
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Storm water user fees are added to quarterly residential and monthly non-residential water and sewer user fee bills.
Green Infrastructure Storm Water User Fee Credits
Property owners can apply for the following storm water user fee credits:
Residential property: Can reduce their flat rate user fee by 50% by applying any of the following green infrastructure
practices:
• Rain Gardens
• On-site Storm Water Storage
• Vegetated Filter Strips
Storm Water Quantity: By reducing post-development peak flow to an amount equal to or less than pre-development
peak flow for the following design storm conditions measured property owners can reduce their storm water user fees
by the following percentages:
•
•
•
•

1 year storm: 37.5%.
2, 10, and 25-year storm: 52.5%.
2, 10, 25, 50, 100 year storm: 67.5%.
20% more storage volume than required for the 100-year storm: 75%.

Education: A credit of 25% is available to schools recognized by the State of Michigan that provide to its students a
regular and continuing program of education concentrating on stewardship of our water resources and minimization
of demand on the City of Jackson’s storm water system.
Direct Discharge: A maximum credit of 75% is available to parcels that discharge directly to the Grand River.
Comparison to Other Storm Water Utility User Fees
The current national average from over 1,000 storm water utilities in 41 states is over $13 per quarter. Therefore,
Jackson’s quarterly $8 residential flat rate, with the option to reduce it to $4 if a credit is applied, is very reasonable.
Jackson compares favorably to other Michigan storm water utility quarterly residential rates as follows:

Adrian

$4.80

Ann Arbor (2,187 to 4,175 impervious area)

$29.94

Berkley

$61.46

Chelsea

$4.50

Harper Woods

$47.50

Jackson

$8.00

Marquette (0.2 to 1 acre lot)

$16.77

New Baltimore

$6.00

St. Clair Shores

$10.41

Benefits of the Jackson Storm Water Utility
The Jackson storm water utility delivers the following benefits. It is also a cornerstone of the City’s efforts to “go green”
and be a better steward of the environment.
• Dedicated storm water funding source
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• Broaden billing base
• Fee is proportional to cost of service
• Lower residential cost because the cost to a typical Jackson residential taxpayer to pay for storm water
management under the storm water utility is 20% less than the previous
property tax approach
• City can readily fund storm water regulatory requirements
• Makes more money available for street improvements
• Can establish storm water capital improvement funding
• Charge all parcels equitably (including tax-exempt) based on parcel area
Vic Cooperwasser is a Senior Project Manager with Tetra Tech in their Ann Arbor, Michigan office.
734-213-4063
vic.cooperwasser@tetratech.com

WEF Proposed Constitution Changes
The WEF Board of Trustees, at its May 2011 meeting, voted to approve modifications
to the Water Environment Federation Constitution & Bylaws as outlined below, and
submitted the proposed modifications for approval by the WEF membership.
Proposed Modifications to the Water Environment Federation Constitution & Bylaws:
1. Articles 6.1.1.1.1.; 6.1.1.3; 6.1.1.3.1(c) (d); 6.1.1.5.1 - Approve a recommendation
from the House of Delegates to modify the minimum membership required to
establish or reorganize and maintain a WEF Member Association from 100 in the
US and Canada and 20 elsewhere, to 50 in the US and Canada and 10 elsewhere.
2. Article 8 - Clarify language regarding the term of office of the WEF Executive
Director to provide for the Board of Trustees to establish the term of office of the
Executive Director.
3. Article 9.9.1 - Establish the beginning of the term of office for members of
the Board of Trustees to begin at the conclusion of the WEF annual conference
(WEFTEC).
4. Articles 1; 3; 4; 5; 6; 8; 9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14 - Approve editorial modifications to
replace the word “Federation” with “WEF.”
Article 15 of the Water Environment Federation Constitution & Bylaws requires that
amendments to the document be approved by the WEF membership, with 5% of the
membership representing a quorum (Article 13.4.3).
The change in representation was recommended by a House of Delegates Work Group.
The remaining changes are procedural to clarify and update the Constitution and Bylaws.
An e-mail has recently been distributed soliciting your vote. Please take the time to cast
your vote either for or against these proposed changes. Your Delegates support these
changes to the Constitution and Bylaws.
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Chair Contact List
MWEA 2011-2012 Committee
Audit

Chair
Ken Gambaro

Address

Phone/E-mail

Metro St. Louis Sewer District

(314) 646-2431

3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd.

kmgamb@stlmsd.com

St. Louis, MO 63146-2121
Awards

Al Callier

Donohue & Associates

(636) 536-7042

1415 Elbridge Payne Rd., Ste 165

acallier@donohue-associates.com

Chesterfield, MO 63017
Biosolids

Scott Foley

Springfield, MO – Southwest WWTP

(417) 891-1600 x 124

3301 South FF Highway

sfoley@springfieldmo.gov

Springfield, MO 65807
Collection System

Roxann Slater

ADS

(913) 660-3888

9111 Allman Road

RSlater@idexcorp.com

Lenexa, KS 66219
Education

Todd Archer

CDM

(314) 241-8510

100 N. Broadway, Suite 1120

archertd@cdm.com

St. Louis, MO 63102
Government Affairs

Jim Ross

Bartlett & West Eng.

(816) 525-3562

250 NE Tudor Rd.

jim.ross@bartwest.com

Lees Summit, MO 64086
Government Affairs

Waldo Margheim

George Butler Assoc.,Inc.

(913) 577-8218

9801 Renner Blvd.

wmargheim@gbateam.com

Lenexa, KS 66219-9745
Historian

Pam Schweitzer

American Water Enterprises

(636) 561-9486

1001 Boardwalk Springs Place

pam.schweitzer@emcstl.com

Suite 100
O’Fallon, MO 63368
Industrial Waste

Bill McAllister

Project Manager

(816) 822-3031

Burns & McDonnell

bmcallister@burnsmcd.com

9400 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, Missouri 64114
Laboratory Practices

Jane Hood

City of St. Joseph

(816) 271-4649

3500 State Route 759

jhood@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014
Local Arrangements

Cliff Cate

TREKK Design Group, LLC

(816) 874-4659

1441 East 104th Street, Ste 105

ccate@trekkllc.com

Kansas City Missouri 64131-4521
Local Arrangements

Amanda Johnson

Black & Veatch Corporation

(913) 458-3553

8400 Ward Parkway

johnsona@BV.com

Kansas City, MO 64114
Membership

Phil Burns

Shafer, Kline & Warren, Inc.

(913) 307-2556

11250 Corporate Avenue

pfburns@skw-inc.com

Lenexa, KS 66219
Newsletter

Bob Campbell

Stantec Consulting

(636) 343-3880

1859 Bowles Avenue Suite 250

bob.campbell2@stantec.com

St. Louis MO 63026-1944
Nominating

Rich Johannes

URS – Overland Park

(913) 344-1079

8300 College Blvd., Suite 200

Richard_Johannes@URSCorp.com

Overland Park, KS 66210
Plant Managers

Mark Pearson

AECOM

(816) 419-2236

2405 Grand Blvd. Suite 1000

mark.pearson@aecom.com

Kansas City, MO 64108
Plant Managers

Jeff Shook

Little Blue Valley Sewer Dist.

(816) 796-7660

21101 East 78 Highway

jshook@lbvsd.org

Independence, MO 64057
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Plant Operators

Plant Operators

Mark Mintun

Jane Hood

Municipal Equipment Company

(314) 645-2400, Ext 2976

2735 Mercantile Dr.

(314) 570-6888

St. Louis, MO 63144-2807

mmintun@munequip.com

City of St. Joseph

(816) 271-4649

3500 State Route 759

jhood@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014
Program

Philip Walsack

MPUA

(573) 445-3279

1808 I-70 Drive SW

pwalsack@mpua.org

Columbia, MO 65203
Program

Bently Green

Black & Veatch Corporation

(636) 532-7940

15450 S. Outer 40 #200

Greenb2@bv.com

Chesterfield, MO 63017-2062
Public Relations

Nicole Young

CDM

(314) 241-8510

100 N. Broadway, Suite 1120

YoungNA@cdm.com

St. Louis, MO 63102
Registration

Wayne Humes

MSD – Missouri River WWTP

(314) 646-2422

3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd

uwhume@stlmsd.com

St. Louis, MO 63146
Registration

Rebecca Coyle

MSD Lemay WWTP

(314) 638-5080

201 Hoffmeister Avenue

rjcoyle@stlmsd.com

St. Louis, MO 63125
Safety, Security & Occupational Health

Craig Rippey

City of St. Joseph

(816) 271-4693

3500 State Route 759

crippey@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

St. Joseph, MO 64504-1014
Small Flows

Dennis Stith

Shafer Kline & Warren Inc

(660) 385-6441

PO Box366

stith@skw-inc.com

Macon, MO 63552-0366
Small Flows

Tom Caraker, Jr.

Flo-Systems

(618) 667-7890

905 Cherry Ln.

tomjr@flosystems.com

Troy, IL 62294
SSSSS

Danny Rowatt

Municipal Equipment Company

(314) 290-2977

2735 Mercantile Dr.

drowatt@munequip.com

St. Louis, MO 63144-2807
Stormwater & Watershed Management

Sean DeWeese

Water Protection Division

(816) 271-5318

3500 State Hwy 759

sdeweese@ci.st-joseph.mo.us

St. Joseph, Mo 65404
Stormwater & Watershed Management

Jim Schlaman

Black & Veatch

(913) 458-3359

8400 Ward Parkway

schlamanjc@bv.com

Kansas City, MO 64114
Student Activities

Jeff Gratzer

Jacobs

(314) 335-4602

501 N Broadway

Jeff.gratzer@jacobs.com

4th floor
St. Louis, MO 63102-2121
City Of Independence
Tellers

Steven Spydell

Sewer Maintenance Division - WPC

(816) 325-7727

PO Box 1019

sspydell@indepmo.org

14909 East Truman Rd
Independence, MO 64051
Water for People

Ken Gambaro

Metro St. Louis Sewer District

(314) 646-2431

3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd.

kmgamb@stlmsd.com

St. Louis, MO 63146-2121
Website

Todd Bolte

Metro St. Louis Sewer District

(636) 861-6702

1000 Grand Glaize Parkway

tbolte@stlmsd.com

Valley Park, MO 63088
Young Professionals

Todd Bolte

Metro St. Louis Sewer District

(636) 861-6702

1000 Grand Glaize Parkway

tbolte@stlmsd.com

Valley Park, MO 63088
Young Professionals

Josh Vincent

Black & Veatch Corporation

(913) 458-3203

8400 Ward Parkway

Vincentja@bv.com

Kansas City, MO 64114
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Executive Committee Contact List
Postion

Name

President

Jeff Clarke

President Elect

Tom Ratzki

Vice President

Dan Scherer

Secretary

Clara Haenchen

Treasurer

Bob Januska

PWOD Representative

Kent Spainhour

Delegate
(term ends WEFTEC Oct. 2011)

Ken Gambaro

Delegate

Trent Stober

Delegate-Elect
(term begins WEFTEC Oct. 2011) Bobby Lyerla

Past President

Richard Johannes

Past Past President

Mary WestCalcagno
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Address

Hydro-Kinetics
5741 Manchester Ave
St. Louis, MO 63110-1903
Black & Veatch
15450 S. Outer 40 Drive
Suite 200
Chesterfield, MO 63017
City of O’Fallon
Water & Sewer
410 East Elm Street
O’Fallon, MO 63366
City of Jefferson
Wastewater Treatment Plant
320 East McCarty
Jefferson City, MO 65101
RJN Group, Inc.
727 N. First Street, Suite 240
St. Louis, MO 63102-2541
Chillicothe Municipal Utilities
PO Box 140
Chillicothe, MO 64601
Metro St Louis Sewer District
3455 Creve Coeur Mill Rd
St. Louis, MO 63146-2121
Geosyntec Consultants
1123 Wilkes Blvd. Suite 400
Columbia, MO 65201
Municipal Equipment Company
2735 Mercantile Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63144-2807
URS – Overland Park
8300 College Blvd., Suite 200
Overland Park, KS 66210
Jacobs
501 N Broadway
St. Louis, MO 63102-2121

Phone/E-mail

314-647-6104
jclarke@hydro-kinetics.com

636/532-1051 x102
ratzkitj@bv.com

636/281-2858
dscherer@ofallon.mo.us

573/634-6566
chaenchen@jeffcitymo.org
314/ 588-9764 ext. 311
rjanuska@rjn.com
660/646-6373
kent.spainhour@yahoo.com
314/646-2431
kmgamb@stlmsd.com
573/443-4100
tstober@geosyntec.com
314/645-2400
ralyerla@munequip.com
(913) 344-1079
Richard_Johannes@URSCorp.com
314/335-4511
314/954-9357 cell
mary.west@jacobs.com
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Odds and Ends

The following newsworthy items were taken from emails and websites from various sources
EPA Region 7 Issues Decisions on Missouri’s 2009 Water Quality Standards; Agency Approves Majority of
Standards, Will Work with Missouri on Those Remaining
Release date: 08/17/2011
EPA Region 7 issued a series of decisions today approving the vast majority of the State of Missouri’s 2009 Water
Quality Standards package, acting on a court-ordered deadline and in accordance with the federal Clean Water Act.
Overall, EPA is approving MDNR’s proposed designated use changes for 244 Missouri water bodies, and disapproving 23 others. The Agency will continue to work with the state to ensure that rigorous science will be applied on the
remaining water bodies to ensure adequate protection of aquatic resources and public health.
EPA’s issuance of a formal decision letter comes in response to a complex package of water quality standards revisions that were proposed by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in November 2009. The letter
also resolves claims from a federal lawsuit filed in August 2010 by the Missouri Coalition for the Environment, which
sought EPA’s action on the standards.
EPA is also approving numeric nutrient criteria for 25 Missouri lakes, affording them a level of protection necessary
to fully support aquatic life and recreational uses. The Agency is disapproving the remaining portions of MDNR’s
numeric nutrient criteria, finding that the state was unable to demonstrate that the criteria values and the process for
establishing the criteria is adequately protective of aquatic life uses, as required by the Clean Water Act.
“EPA has committed to endorse state-based plans that craft effective tools to cut the nitrogen and phosphorus pollution fouling our waters, and this action now supplies Missouri the advice needed to return to work protecting its
vital waters,” EPA Region 7 Administrator Karl Brooks said. “EPA looks forward to continue partnering with Missouri,
consistent with the Agency’s clear preference for state leadership instead of federal declarations.”
EPA’s decision letter provides a more detailed description of the Agency’s review and the basis for this action. The
decision letter, including a complete list of approved and disapproved designated use changes for Missouri waters,
is available at www.epa.gov/region7/newsevents/legal.
Schedule for Draft MS4 Stormwater Rulemaking Moves to December – November 2012 Final Rule Deadline
Stands
As a result of negotiations concluded last week, EPA has been given a two-month extension to propose the draft
stormwater rulemaking, now providing the agency with a new deadline of December 2, 2011. EPA was originally due
to have the proposal out by this September under a legal agreement with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. This
two-month extension reportedly does not impact the deadline for the final regulations, which are due by November
19, 2012 under the initial agreement.
This delay comes at a time when the Agency’s planned revisions to its stormwater regulatory program are facing increasing scrutiny and criticism by Congress. Around the same time the agency was tabling the rule, four Republican
Senators from the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, including Ranking Member Inhofe (R-OK)
sent a letter to EPA Administrator Jackson expressing their concerns with the proposed rule.
Proposed National Rulemaking to Strengthen the Stormwater Program
EPA has initiated a national rulemaking to establish a program to reduce stormwater discharges from newly developed and redeveloped sites and make other regulatory improvements to strengthen its stormwater program. This
website provides information on activities related to this proposed rulemaking:
Rulemaking Considerations
The proposed national rulemaking is considering the following key rulemaking actions:
www.mwea.org
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• Develop performance standards from newly developed and redeveloped sites to better address stormwater management as projects are built;
• Explore options for expanding the protections of the municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4) program;
• Evaluate options for establishing and implementing a municipal program to reduce discharges from existing development;
• Evaluate establishing a single set of minimum measures requirements for regulated MS4s. However, industrial requirements may only apply to regulated MS4s serving populations of 100,000 or more;
• Explore options for establishing specific requirements for transportation facilities; and
• Evaluating additional provisions specific to the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
Additional Rulemaking Activities
• Information Collection Request (ICR) for Proposed Rulemaking
• December 28, 2009 FRN: Stakeholder Input on Proposed Rulemaking and National Listening Sessions
• Stakeholder Input on Stormwater Rulemaking Related to the Chesapeake Bay
Rulemaking Schedule
EPA intends to propose a rule in September 2011 and to take final action by November 2012.
Documents Available:
Combined Sewer Overflows
August 09, 2011
Draft CSO Post Construction Compliance Monitoring Guidance (PDF) (249 pp, 32MB) - This document presents
draft guidance on how to conduct effective post construction compliance monitoring, as provided in the 1994 Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control Policy (59 Fed. Reg. 18688), which established a national approach under
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program for controlling discharges into the
nation’s waters from combined sewer systems (CSSs). The CSO Control Policy defines expectations for regulated
communities, state water quality standards (WQS) authorities, and NPDES authorities. One of these expectations
is that regulated communities should develop Long Term CSO Control plans (LTCP). The ninth element of a Long
Term CSO Control Plan is the development of a post construction compliance monitoring program adequate to verify
compliance with water quality-based requirements and ascertain the effectiveness of CSO controls. EPA expects,
however, that all CSO communities, regardless of whether they have an LTCP, will conduct post construction compliance monitoring. EPA is seeking comments until September 30, 2011. Please submit comments to Mohammed
Billah at billah.mohammed@epa.gov, (202) 564-2228.
August 09, 2011
The Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Green Long-Term Control Plan (LTCP) Template for Small Communities
(termed the Green LTCP-EZ Template) is a planning tool for small communities that are required to develop an
LTCP to address CSOs. The Green LTCP-EZ Template provides a framework for organizing and completing an
LTCP that builds on existing controls, including the use of both green and conventional gray infrastructure, to assist in the elimination or control of CSOs in accordance with the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). Use of the Green
LTCP-EZ Template and completion of the forms and schedules associated with the Green LTCP-EZ Template can
help produce a Draft LTCP.
In May 2007, U.S. EPA developed a planning tool (LTCP-EZ) for small CSO communities to design long-term CSO
control plans using conventional gray CSO controls. The Green LTCP-EZ Template is an updated version of the
original in that it adds several green infrastructure practices, such as green roofs, vegetated swales, bioretention
basins, pervious pavements, and rain barrels, in conjunction with conventional gray CSO controls, to develop a CSO
long-term control plan. The Green LTCP-EZ can be used for communities who want to assess the potential for green
infrastructure controls. For communities who do not wish to assess the potential for green infrastructure, the original
LTCP-EZ Template can still be used and is available at www.epa.gov/npdes/cso.
This document is not itself a regulation or legally enforceable, but rather provides a path towards compliance with
requirements of the 1994 CSO Control Policy in accordance with section 402(q) of the Clean Water Act. Communities, small or otherwise, might find the tool useful and should consult with their permitting authorities to determine
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whether it is appropriate for them to use all or some portions of the Green LTCP-EZ Template.
• Memorandum: Green Long Term Control (LTCP) - EZ (PDF) (1 pp, 300K)
• Green Long Term Control - EZ Template: A Planning Tool for Combined Sewer Overflow Control in Small
Communities (PDF) (107 pp, 2.61MB)
• Green Long Term Control - EZ Template (XLS) (999K)
EPA has withdrawn its proposed rule for stormwater at construction sites from review by the Office of Management and Budget. EPA Spokeswoman Enesta Jones is quoted by news agencies as saying that the rule was
withdrawn on August 12th in order to collect additional data “on treatment performance from construction and development sites.”
Jones said the agency plans to publish a Federal Register notice soliciting data “in the near future.” The National
Association of Home Builders, one of the organizations which had spearheaded a broad range of groups opposed
to the new rule, had argued to Obama administration officials that EPA had relied on scant data and set a pollutionreduction target based on the capabilities of advanced treatment systems, even though the agency had endorsed
less-costly “passive” treatment.
EPA, the groups argued, underestimated the proposal’s compliance costs and ignored existing industry efforts to
curb pollution. Opponents also said the proposal’s requirement for sites as small as 10 acres to comply would unnecessarily hurt small businesses. The homebuilders group estimated compliance costs at $10 billion a year, more
than 10 times EPA’s estimate of $953 million for compliance with an earlier version of the construction-runoff rule.
A lawsuit by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) prompted a federal judge in 2006 to give the EPA a
December 2009 deadline to regulate construction pollution. The rule proposal rolled out by EPA that month established monitoring requirements and set numeric limits on the turbidity of construction runoff. The rule would have
applied to discharges from point sources, such as drainpipes, at construction sites larger than 10 acres and would
have been fully phased in by 2014. The National Association of Home Builders sued EPA over the December 2009
proposal, questioning the agency’s data and pointing out what EPA later conceded was a calculation error in setting
the turbidity limit. EPA put the limit on hold and agreed to reconsider the number.
Last December, EPA crafted another rule proposal and sent it to the White House for review. It is that version of the
rule that has been withdrawn. (NAFSMA)
Ohio River Basin Water Quality Trading Project Entering Implementation Phase
According to an Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI) report, a water quality trading project for the Ohio River
Basin could reduce nutrient pollution and hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico. The report indicated that the Ohio River Basin effort could, at full scale, create credit markets for 46 power plants, thousands of wastewater facilities and manufacturers, and some 230,000 farmers within the eight-state region. During its three-year pilot phase, the project
anticipates trades with at least three power plants or other participants and up to 50 farms implementing agricultural
conservation best management practices on up to 20,000 acres across Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee,
and West Virginia. Nutrient reductions are expected to reach up to 45,000 pounds of nitrogen and 15,000 pounds of
phosphorus annually.
According to EPRI, some 35 percent of the water flowing down the Mississippi River into the Gulf of Mexico comes
from the Ohio River Basin and agriculture may be contributing up to 65 percent of the nitrogen and phosphorus that
cause hypoxia, which are oxygen-deprived zones, in the Gulf of Mexico. The report also indicated that the Ohio
River is a significant contributor of agricultural sediments and upstream improvements from the Ohio River Basin
water quality trading project may help reduce hypoxia.
The project is closing the pilot phase and is transitioning into the implementation phase, known as Phase II. During
the phase, agriculture groups will reach out to farmers and soil and water conservation district offices who are willing
to install practices to address nutrient discharges in order to generate pollution credits that can be sold within the
newly-formed market.
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EPA Agrees to Focus on Prioritization of Water Regulations
EPA has agreed to develop a policy to allow utilities and municipalities to prioritize regulatory requirements on clean
water. A regulatory review plan was developed in response to Executive Order 13563, and was released by EPA on
August 23, which outlines efforts by EPA to review existing regulations to reduce burdens and save costs related to
regulatory compliance. This plan specifically calls for flexibility when addressing Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO)
and other wet weather related issues. Additionally, the plan allows for the prioritization of actions when addressing
all water quality requirements and regulations.
This announcement by EPA has come about in part due to pressure from the municipal sector, namely the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, as well as the wastewater utility sector. These groups have presented the case to EPA that
the synergy between aging infrastructure, reduced federal water infrastructure funding, economic hardship and
increased regulatory enforcement has created a challenging environment for cities and utilities. Combined Sewer
Overflows (CSOs) are of particular interest due to recent settlements by urban areas like Cleveland, St. Louis and
Washington, D.C., which require billions of dollars in infrastructure improvement, replacement and upgrades. These
costly settlements are leading these cities to significantly increase rates for their users, which is especially difficult
in the current economic climate. Coalitions of smaller and mid-sized cities have formed recently to express similar
concerns.
Nitrate Levels Increasing or Remaining Constant in Large River Systems throughout Mississippi River Basin
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) released the results of a study focusing on nitrate levels in the Mississippi River watershed on August 9. The focus of the study is on the trend of nitrate levels in large river systems from
1980 to 2008 using a new statistical method that provides a more accurate interpretation of monitoring data. The
findings of the study include:
• The transport of nitrate to the Gulf of Mexico has increased 10% over the period of study;
• Two monitoring sites with low nitrate concentrations in 1980 have shown significant increase over the
period of study;
• Six monitoring sites have shown constant, or slightly increasing, nitrate levels;
• Groundwater transport is a significant contributor to downstream nitrate levels.
Go to the USGS study website for more information on the study.
OMB to Review EPA Rule on Chemical Testing in Water
The Office of Management and Budget is currently reviewing a rule submitted on August 8 by EPA that is intended
to clarify that “sufficiently sensitive” test methods are applied when monitoring chemicals in water. The rule would
establish regulations on chemical testing based upon a 2007 guidance document that focused on analytical methods to test for mercury. The purpose behind the drafting of this rule is to ensure that methods used to test chemicals
are performed in a manner that matches the capability of detecting and measuring pollutants with the sensitivity
required for respective water quality criteria or pollutant limits. EPA expects the final rule to be released this fall.
NRDC Issues Report on Water-Related Impacts on Climate Change
According to a August 2011 report issued by the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) - Preparing for the
Water-related Impacts of Climate Change in American Cities - many of the nation’s cities are likely to feel the burden of a warming climate through a devastating absence or an overwhelming surplus of water. The report looks at
the water-related threats to a dozen American cities and describes what those cities are doing to adapt. This report
indicates that climate change, which is happening on a global scale, has local impacts in communities across the
United States. Some of the most serious impacts will be water-related, such as flooding of critical infrastructure due
to rising seas, and longer droughts due to less snowpack and less rain. Increasingly accurate downscaled modeling, however, is helping cities to better understand their vulnerabilities and the ways in which they can prepare for
change. Several of the recommendations suggest that cities can:
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• Fully assess water-related vulnerabilities to climate change, including future water availability, precipitation, drought, runoff patterns, sea level rise, and flooding risks;
• Assess water supply vulnerabilities and prepare for changes in available water resources;
• Pursue nonstructural solutions and exploit natural protective features to address problems such as sea
level rise and flooding;
• Explore creative legal options to address problems such as sea level rise and flooding;
• Prioritize the development of clean and efficient energy;
• Think about climate change vulnerability in terms of emergency preparedness and risk management planning;
• Create dedicated sources of funding for climate change preparedness;
• Pursue regional partnerships for climate change research and planning;
• Provide ample opportunity for participation by local stakeholders;
• Take advantage of resources designed to help, such as the Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange
(http://www.cakex.org/) and ICLEI–Local Governments for Sustainability (http://www.iclei.org/).

New and Free!
Coloring Book from WEF
This fun and educational coloring book for grades k-3
can be easily downloaded for free and copied for use in
classrooms or other settings. Check it out at
www.wef.org/coloringbook.
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